
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE—DAY TRIPS                        PAYSON

TRAVEL ITINERARY

Day One    

9:30 a.m. Hike the Tonto Natural Bridge to see the world’s largest natural travertine bridge. 

 In the making for thousands of years, the Tonto Natural Bridge is ready for you and all the fun you’ll 

have while hiking and exploring what is believed to be the largest natural travertine bridge in the world. 

Standing at 183 feet high and 150 wide, with a long tunnel that extends more than 400 feet, it’s no 

small adventure.  http://azstateparks.com/Parks/TONA/ 

1:00 p.m. Enjoy lunch in a down-home Payson environment.

 After working up an appetite, head on over for a unique stop at Buffalo Bar & Grill for a great bite to eat 

complete with great Western grub and a cool rustic-Western ambiance. After all, how many places have 

hanging cowboy-boot decorations and animals on the wall? 

http://www.yelp.com/biz/buffalo-bar-and-grill-payson 

3:00 p.m.  Relax after lunch and hiking with a soak in the Verde Hot Springs.

 Time to take a relaxing seat in the natural Verde Hot Springs while overlooking the Verde River and 

mountain in the distance. The main pool is about 98 degrees, quite deep, and has enough room for 

several friends. You might even run into a few people in nothing but their birthday suits, since this used 

to be, and still is on occasion, a favorite hangout for nudists. Keep in mind there are no facilities here, so 

bring plenty of water and any snacks you may want. 

http://paysonrimcountry.com/Mountain-Recreation/Other-Points-of-Interest/Verde-Hot-Springs 

5:00 p.m.  Head back to the Phoenix metro area or stay the night in Payson at Majestic Mountain Inn. 

 Sticking around? The Majestic Mountain Inn is a great place to unwind and add another memory to 

the list. Situated at the base of the Mogollon Rim, the Majestic Mountain Inn is surrounded by picture-

perfect natural scenery with mountain trails, streams, and canyons to explore. There’s a reason it’s called 

majestic.  http://www.majesticmountaininn.com/



TRAVEL ITINERARY

Day Two    

9:00 a.m. Explore the Rim Country by horseback at Kohl’s Ranch.

 Wake up for some giddyup. Once you saddle up and hit the trail you’ll quickly see things from a whole new 

perspective. You can spend an hour hitting the winding trails, or you’re free to spend a little more time 

in the saddle riding with your wrangler. It’s a great place for kids to get introduced to all the fun as well, 

especially if they’ve never been around horses.   

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Kohls-Ranch-Stables-LLC/141567189239521  

11:00 a.m. Satisfy your hunger with brunch at Miss Fitz 260 Café.

 From animal-shaped pancakes and homemade dessert to real-cut onion rings, Miss Fitz 260 Café will serve  

up the end of any hunger you might have when you walk in. With down-home eating that’s possibly only  

outdone by the look and feel of a charming old-time diner, there’s no better way to enjoy brunch than  

when it’s prepared with care.  

http://www.yelp.com/biz/miss-fitz-260-cafe-payson  

1:00 p.m. Get your hunt on by looking for semi-aquatic and terrestrial reptiles while fossil hunting at PaleoSite.

 More than 300 million years ago, Arizona was covered in shallow seas. Although the seas are nowhere to be found 

today, fossils from that era are abundant. It doesn’t matter your age; everyone seems to enjoy a good fossil hunt. 

You won’t find it difficult to find your fossil treasures either, but remembering a small bag and a hand tool for light 

digging makes it even easier.   

http://www.adventurenuts.com/Paleo-Site.html 

3:30 p.m. Go back a thousand years by visiting the Shoofly Indian ruins.

 There’s no map needed for this self-guided tour into the prehistoric era of the Mogollons, Ancient Ones, or 

Bunheads—otherwise known as the people who lived in Rim country A.D. 1000–1250. You’ll explore the area 

where an incredible 79 different structures are believed to existed, and where the rock outlines still reside today.    

http://paysonrimcountry.com/Mountain-Recreation/Interpretive-Centers/Shoofly-Indian-Ruins 

5:00 p.m. Refuel for the drive back to the Valley with a bite at Gerardo’s Firewood Café.

 From clams to cannolis, don’t make the trek home without first grabbing a delicious bite. Sit and savor culinary 

feasts featuring the Italian heritage of chef Gerardo Moceri. Starting his restaurant as a passion to create 

incredible Italian dishes, Gerardo still does so while serving as mentor and dream maker for high school students 

and a new generation of culinary artists.   

http://www.gerardosfirewoodcafe.com/


