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A Brief Update of News Around Arizona 
January 2020 

 
The Arizona Office of Tourism is pleased to provide this monthly update of new and noteworthy items regarding 
Arizona’s tourism industry. For more information, contact Becky Blaine at bblaine@tourism.az.gov, Kim Todd at 
ktodd@tourism.az.gov, Joanna Tejeda at jtejeda@tourism.az.gov or Marjorie Magnusson at 
mmagnusson@tourism.az.gov. Please use this link to access all images. 
 

Attractions  
 
New exhibition series at Heard Museum 
The Heard Museum in Phoenix announced the opening of a new exhibition series, MARIA HUPFIELD: Nine Years Towards 

the Sun. This solo exhibition of Canadian/Anishinaabek artist Maria Hupfield will feature 
more than 40 works that will take place throughout several exhibition spaces and range 
in content from performance, sculptural installation, video and document. The 
exhibition will function as a living archive, which will continually replenish itself with 
content throughout its five-month run. MARIA HUPFIELD: Nine Years Towards the Sun is 
the first in the Heard Museum’s newly established exhibition series of monographic 
shows for women and women identifying artists. The exhibition opened to the public on 
Friday, Dec. 6, 2019 and runs through May 3, 2020. 
 
PR Contact: Gabriela Alvarado 
Phone: (407) 929-7282 
Email: galvarado@riester.com 
         

 
Arizona’s first Versace store at Scottsdale Fashion Square 
Versace, one of the leading global fashion design 
houses, will open its first Arizona store at Scottsdale 
Fashion Square. Located in the property’s elevated 
luxury wing, the new 3,000 square foot Versace is 
set to open adjacent to Michael Kors in spring 2020. 
Versace is the latest luxury brand to choose 
Scottsdale Fashion Square. Other marquee names at 
the shopping center include St. Laurent, Louis 
Vuitton, Gucci, Cartier, Prada, Jimmy Choo, Burberry 
and many others. 
 
PR Contact: Angela Menninger 
Phone: (602) 456-2959 
Email: angela@dualitypr.com 

Jiimaan, Heard Museum 

New Luxury Wing Entrance, Macerich 
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Flight Service 
 
New direct flights between Phoenix and Winnipeg 
Swoop, Canada’s low cost airline and subsidiary of WestJet Airlines, now offers flights between Phoenix-Mesa Gateway 

Airport and Winnipeg’s James Richardson International 
Airport. The new, non-stop route operates twice weekly on 
Thursday and Sunday through April 23, 2020. The flight will 
operate on a Boeing 737-800 aircraft, offering 189 passengers 
with in-seat power and Wi-Fi connectivity. 
 
PR Contact: Shauna MacDonald 
Phone: (403) 585-4570 
Email: smacdonald@brooklinepr.com 
 
 

Hotel News 
 
Estrella at Casino Del Sol in Tucson is now open  
Estrella, located on 2.2 acres adjacent to Casino Del Sol in Tucson, is now open. The new 151-room hotel connects to 
Casino Del Sol by a covered walkway, allowing easy access to both properties. Estrella offers a variety of guestrooms and 
suites that include Serta Presidential mattresses with Egyptian cotton triple sheeting, 49” HDTVs, iHome digital alarm 
clocks, K-Cup coffee makers, refrigerators, complimentary Wi-Fi and more. The hotel has two meeting rooms that can 
hold between 25-50 people. Onsite amenities include a 24-hour fitness center and an 89-square-foot video arcade. The 
outdoor pool features a 100 ft. water slide and poolside bar. The addition of Estella is the final phase of Casino Del Sol’s 
hospitality project. 
 
Phone: (480) 751-1007 
Email: casinodelsol@zionandzion.com 

Boeing 737-800, Swoop Airline 

Exterior, Estrella Double Queen Bed Guestroom, Estrella 
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Hyatt Regency Phoenix undergoes multi-million dollar renovation 
The Hyatt Regency Phoenix, located in Downtown Phoenix, will finish a multi-million dollar renovation by the end of 
January 2020. The renovated and redefined lobby features a new front desk and guest services center. All 693 guest 
rooms and suites are equipped with new Hyatt Grand Beds, a 55” television and sleek furniture. The Hyatt Regency 
Phoenix added 5,000 square feet of meeting space by adding three new meeting rooms and enlarging the rooftop 
garden court. Barrel & Bushel, the brand new restaurant and bar, opens up to a street side patio decorated with an 
Instgram-able mural wall. The restaurant and bar will offer American comfort food along with craft beers on tap. The 
hotel also has a new grab-and-go market, providing ready to go sandwiches, salads, and other dishes. This is the first 
remodel of the 44-year-old hotel in 10 years.  
 
PR Contact: Danyell Schastny 
Email: Danyell.schastny@hyatt.com 

 

Accolades 
 
Meteor Crater named one of the Seven Wonders of the World  
Conde Nast listed Meteor Crater, between Flagstaff and Winslow, as one of the must see Seven Wonders of the World. 

The Barringer Meteor Crater is the best-preserved meteor 
impact site in the world. Around 500,000 years ago, a 
300,000-ton rock burned through the atmosphere, striking 
earth’s surface with the equivalent of 20 million tons of TNT. 
The impact melted the ground instantly and left a hole 550 
feet deep. Visitors can experience a guided tour around the 
rim of the crater. Conde Nast annually elects seven new 
awe-inspiring places to list as the Wonders of the World. 
 
PR Contact: Nicole Kowalski 
Email: nicoleK@mediaimpressions.com 

Lobby, Hyatt Regency Phoenix Barrel & Bushel, Hyatt Regency Phoenix 

Meteor Crater, Discover Flagstaff 
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2020 Cactus League Spring Training Schedule 
 
The 2020 Cactus League spring training schedule has finally been posted and this year marks the earliest start in the 
leagues history. The first games are scheduled to start on Saturday, Feb. 22 and end on March 24. The Cactus League 
features 15 MLB teams, Arizona Diamondbacks, Chicago Cubs, Chicago White Sox, Cincinnati Reds, Cleveland Indians, 
Colorado Rockies, Kansas City Royals, Los Angeles Angels, Los Angeles Dodgers, Milwaukee Brewers, Oakland Athletics, 
San Diego Padres, San Francisco Giants, Seattle Mariners, and Texas Rangers. The 228 scheduled games will be played 
throughout the 10 Phoenix-area ballparks. Visit the Cactus League website for more information on game time, stadium 
location and ticket sales.

 
 
Connect:  

 @Arizona_travel 
 @visit_arizona 

www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism 
Newsroom: http://newsroom.visitarizona.com/ 
Official State Visitors Guide: http://digital.milespartnership.com/view/central/arizona-official-state-travel-guide/arizona-
2019-20 
Additional inspiration: http://www.visitarizona.com/planning/local-word 
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