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Make a loop through some of the best State Parks and 
a few National Parks in the Grand Canyon State. Lost 
Dutchman, Boyce Thompson Arboretum, Homolovi Ruins, 
Slide Rock and Red Rock State Parks are just some of the 
stops visited along this route. Enjoy the camping and 
outdoor activities, plus learn about the history behind 
some of Arizona’s best hidden spots.



L I F E  I S  A  P I C N I C
R OA D  M A P 



DAY  1
PAYSON
M O R N I N G 
Visit Tonto Natural Bridge State Park—Water and rock have combined 
to create the world’s largest natural travertine bridge. Tour the turn-of-the 
century lodge located in the grassy meadow above the bridge. Interpretive 
exhibits located within the Lodge include artifacts on the history of Tonto 
Natural Bridge, plus information about travertine, prehistoric inhabitants, 
and the historic Tonto Lodge. All trails are under a half mile but are steep and 
strenuous. The longest any trail should take is an hour so make sure to pack 
drinking water.
Tel: (928) 476-4202  
Highway 87, Pine, AZ 85544

A F T E R N O O N
Horseback ride at Kohls Ranch Stables, LLC.—Take a 1, 2, or 3-hour ride 
through the Tonto National Forest. Take in the amazing views from Mogollon 
Rim from the back of a gentle horse. The two and three-hour rides include a 
beautiful, secluded waterfall. Ages 6 and up are allowed on the trail. Anyone 
younger than that can take a free pony ride. They only ask that you tip the 
wrangler that helps with the ride. Per Tonto National Forest regulations, they 
are open from March to early December, but yearly dates vary. 
Tel: (928) 478-0030 288  
Kohl Rd., Payson, AZ 85541

Check in at Kohl’s Ranch Lodge—Situated in the midst of the largest 
Ponderosa Pine forest in the world, Kohl’s Ranch Lodge provides a classic 
stay in the American West, a haven of fresh air, moderate temperatures 
year-round, and activities ranging from trout fishing to naps in creek side 
hammocks. Sink into an overstuffed leather chair by the river stone fireplace 
in the A-Frame Lodge or explore the pine forest on horseback.
Tel: (928) 478-4211
202 South Kohl’s Ranch Lodge Rd., Payson, AZ 85541

E V E N I N G 
Dinner at Zane Grey Country Barbecue & Great Pizza at Kohl’s Ranch—
The on-site restaurant at the Kohl’s Ranch Lodge offers authentic Western 
comfort food done right. They specialize in BBQ, gourmet pizza, and 
incredibly tasty peach cobbler.
Tel: (928) 478-4211 ext 260
202 South Kohl’s Ranch Lodge Rd., Payson, AZ 85541

Overnight at Kohl’s Ranch
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DAY  2
PAYSON – GLOBE
M O R N I N G
Drive from Kohl’s Ranch to Tortilla Flat. The drive is 107 miles or 172.2 
kilometers.

Visit Tortilla Flat —Nestled in the Superstition Mountain Wilderness 
between Canyon and Apache Lakes is the famous authentic old stage coach 
stop of Tortilla Flat. Six people live here in one of the last remnants of the Old 
West. Tortilla Flat has been serving adventurous travelers the best Old West 
style home-cooked food in the Salt River basin for more than 100 years. The 
town has a restaurant, US Post Office, souvenir & gift shop, ice cream shop, 
and a convenience store. For the biggest burgers, hottest chili, and the 
coldest drinks visit Tortilla Flat.
Tel: (480) 984-1776
1 Main Street, Tortilla Flat, AZ 85190 

Lost Dutchman State Park

Boyce Thompson Arboretum State Park

A F T E R N O O N
Visit Lost Dutchman State Park— Named after the fabled lost gold mine, 
this park is located in the Sonoran Desert at an elevation of 2000 feet. In the 
late 1800s, Jacob Waltz emerged from this area with gold. When he died in 
1891, he was found with 24 pounds of high-quality gold ore under his bed. 
Purportedly, before he died, he left clues to the mine’s location. Needless to 
say, it is a haven for treasure hunters today. The Park also offers a variety of 
hiking trails, nature trails, 35 regular campsites, picnic facilities, and special 
programs throughout the year.
Tel: (480) 982 -4485
6109 N. Apache Trail, Apache Junction, AZ 85119

Visit Boyce Thompson Arboretum State Park—The arboretum is 
located at the base of the towering Picketpost Mountain. It brings together 
plants from the Earth’s many and varied deserts and dry lands and displays 
them alongside unspoiled examples of the native Sonoran Desert vegetation. 
Memorable experiences await you as you walk the Main Trail; you will see 
enthralling, otherworldly shapes and forms in the Cactus Garden. You will 
also find peaceful reflection in the cool shade of towering trees in Queen 
Creek Canyon; and intellectual stimulation in the many and varied displays 
at the Smith Interpretive Center. You will see expansive southwestern vistas 
visible from the High Trail. There are many gardens here; so find your special 
places among them.
Tel: (520) 689-2723
37615 U.S. Hwy 60, Superior, AZ 85173 

E V E N I N G
Check into the Apache Gold Casino Resort Hotel—In Southeastern 
Arizona, the Apache Gold Casino Resort is an oasis of rugged beauty and 
nonstop excitement with a state-of-the-art 600-slot casino, a spectacular 18-
hole championship golf course, great fishing, and sightseeing. The 145-room 
hotel is conveniently located adjacent to the casino.
Tel: (800) 272-2438
5 US-70, San Carlos, AZ 85550

Overnight in Globe/San Carlos.



Petrified Forest National Park Fool Hollow Lake

DAY  3
GLOBE – WINSLOW
M O R N I N G
Drive from the Apache Gold Casino Resort to Show Low. The drive is 92.6 
miles or 149 kilometers.  
 

A F T E R N O O N
Stop and grab lunch to go in Show Low, and bring it to picnic in the park. Visit 
Fool Hollow Lake Recreation Area – Imagine camping among 100-foot 
pine trees beside a quiet lake, watching majestic great blue herons at a cool 
6,300 feet in elevation. Year-round camping, fishing, picnicking, boating 
and wildlife viewing opportunities make Fool Hollow Lake Recreation Area 
a very popular place. This 800-acre, cool, country recreation area with a 
150-acre lake offers history, too. The tiny town of Adair has long since been 
covered by the lake, but it was Thomas Westly Adair who was responsible for 
the name Fool Hollow. In 1885, Adair moved into the area with the intention 
of farming. The locals joked that only a fool would try and farm the place. The 
name stuck!
Tel: (928) 537-3680
1500 N Fool Hollow Lake, Show Low, AZ 85901

Drive from Show Low to Petrified Forest National Park. The drive is 73.6 miles 
or 118.5 kilometers.

Visit Petrified Forest National Park—Within an area of colorful and 
strangely eroded badlands is a paleontologic wonder-land of trees that have 
turned to stone and fossilized animal bones from 225 million years ago. At 
the northern end of the park is the Painted Desert, a vast area of purple, red 
and orange sediments which form colorful badlands.  
Tel: (928) 524-6228
1 Park Rd, Petrified Forest National Park, AZ 86028

Drive from Petrified Forest National Park to Winslow, AZ. The drive is 57.9 
miles or 93.1 kilometers. 



La Posada

Meteor Crater 

E V E N I N G 
Check into La Posada—This National Historic Landmark dating back to 
1930, is the last Harvey House built in the U.S. The architect and designer 
of this building, Mary Colter, designed all of the Grand Canyon buildings 
except El Tovar. Allan Affeldt has restored the building and grounds and has 
opened the house as a hotel. Rooms are beautifully furnished and each offers 
a glimpse of how it must have been to stay in this great hotel during the 30s. 
Surrounded by seven acres of lawns, flowers, and one of the largest stands of 
cottonwoods, you can walk, relax and watch the trains pass, as if moving the 
world before your very eyes.
Tel: (928) 289-4366
303 E 2nd St (Route 66), Winslow, AZ 86047

Dinner at the Turquoise Room—Considered by many to be the finest 
restaurant in the entire Four Corners region, The Turquoise Room was created 
in 2000 under the direction of renowned Chef John Sharpe who oversees 
every detail of the preparation and service. The restaurant re-creates the 
elegant dining experience of the famous Turquoise Room dining car on the 
Santa Fe Railway’s Super Chief that was frequented by Hollywood Stars like 
Eleanor Powell. Everything was designed for this special setting - leather & 
wood chairs modeled on a La Posada original, brocade booths of emerald 
green, Verne Lucero’s magnificent chandeliers, even Tina Mion’s stained-glass 
mural of La Posada patron saints Ysidro, Pascual and Barbara.
Tel: (928) 289-2888
303 E 2nd St (Route 66), Winslow, AZ 86047

Overnight in Winslow. 

DAY  4
WINSLOW – FLAGSTAFF 
M O R N I N G 
Visit Homolovi State Park—In the high grassland of 14th century northern 
Arizona, an ancient people found a home along the Little Colorado River. 
These people, the Hisat’sinom (known to archaeologists as the Anasazi), 
paused in their migrations to till the rich flood plain and sandy slopes before 
continuing north to join people already living on the mesas, people who are 
today known as the Hopi. “Homolovi” is Hopi for “Place of the Little Hills”—
the traditional name for Winslow, Arizona. Though there are many ancestral 
Hopi village sites to visit in the Park, the word “ruins” was removed from the 
Park’s name in 2011, as the Hopi tribe considers them spiritually alive. 
Tel: (928) 289-4106
Winslow, AZ 86047

Visit Meteor Crater—The best preserved and first proven meteorite impact 
site on Earth. Located just off of Route 66 Meteor Crater is the breath-taking 
result of a collision between an asteroid traveling at 26,000 miles per hour 
and planet Earth approximately 50,000 years ago. The Meteor Crater 
Interactive Discovery Center contains many exciting interactive displays and 
exhibits, making it the most extensive and informative museum of its type on 
earth.
Tel: (928) 289-5898
Interstate 40, Exit 233, Winslow, AZ 86047

Drive from Winslow to Flagstaff. The drive is 57.5 miles or 92.5 kilometers 



Riordan Mansion Beaver Street Brewery

Downtown Flagstaff

A F T E R N O O N
Explore Historic Downtown Flagstaff—Offers unique shopping 
opportunities, mom-and-pop cafes and restaurants, art galleries, Native 
American culture, jewelry, one-of-a-kind gifts and more – perfect for those 
looking for the spirit of Flagstaff. Stop by the Visitor Center in the old train 
station to get the inside scoop on everything happening in Flagstaff.
Tel: (928) 213-2951
1 E Rte 66, Flagstaff, AZ 86001

Visit Riordan Mansion State Historic Park—Completed in 1904 in the 
Arts and Crafts style of architecture, the historic mansion is expansive, with 
over 40 rooms and 13,000 square feet of living area and servants’ quarters. A 
tour guide will lead you through this richly furnished home, filled with original 
artifacts, Stickley furniture, and many other personal possessions of the Riordan 
families. Also featured are a visitor center, a self-guided tour of the grounds, 
and picnic tables.
Tel: (928) 779-4395
409 W Riordan Rd, Flagstaff, AZ 86001

E V E N I N G
Check in at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Flagstaff— Set just off ‘Old 
Route 66,’ DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Flagstaff offers a fantastic location near 
historic downtown Flagstaff and Northern Arizona University. Experience relaxed 
elegance, modern business and leisure amenities, spacious accommodations 
and a signature DoubleTree chocolate chip cookie upon arrival when you stay at 
this friendly Flagstaff, Arizona hotel. Enjoy easy access to leisure activities, such as 
hiking and fishing and popular Arizona attractions, including the Grand Canyon, 
Arizona Snowbowl, and the Wupatki National Monument. 
Tel: (928) 773-8888 
1175 W Route 66, Flagstaff, Arizona, 86001, USA

Dinner at Beaver Street Brewery—The best downtown local pub and 
pool, featuring wood fired pizzas, specialty sandwiches, amazing fondue 
and a favorite local atmosphere. Visitors can watch the chefs create their meal 
in the open kitchen or view the brewer creating handcrafted ales and lagers 
behind the bar. Beaver Street Brewery’s original brew house is still active today 
supporting Beaver Street Brewery with their flagship beers and seasonals to 
those that are visiting Flagstaff’s first brewpub.
Tel: (928) 779-0079
11 S Beaver St, Flagstaff, AZ 86001

Overnight in Flagstaff.



Red Rock State Park

Slide Rock State Park

DAY  5
FLAGSTAFF – CAMP VERDE 

MORNING 
Morning walk at The Arboretum at Flagstaff—At 7,150 feet in elevation, 
The Arboretum at Flagstaff is a unique destination with a unique mission, 
specializing in plants native to the Colorado Plateau and northern Arizona. 
The Arboretum is home to 750 species of plants in greenhouses, gardens, and 
natural habitats—located on 200 acres deep within the Coconino National 
Forest. Once the home of founder and philanthropist Frances McAllister, the 
Arboretum today houses horticultural collections and rare plant specimens 
nestled among historic buildings in a natural setting. **Open Seasonally**
Tel: (928) 774-1442
4001 S Woody Mountain Rd, Flagstaff, AZ 86005

Drive from Flagstaff to Slide Rock State Park. The drive is 22.6 miles or 36.4 
kilometers.

Visit Slide Rock State Park—Slide Rock State Park is located in the heart of 
Oak Creek Canyon, 18 miles south of Flagstaff. The park is best known for the 
natural waterslide in the creek, but the park is also the location of the historic 
Pendley Homestead and apple orchard. Slide Rock is a unique area offering 
opportunities for visitors to observe a variety of plant and animal life.
Tel: (928) 282-3034
6871 N Highway 89A, Sedona, AZ 86336

A F T E R N O O N 
Lunch at SaltRock Southwest Kitchen in the Kimpton Amara Resort 
and Spa—Nestled down along the banks of Oak Creek and accessed from 
Uptown Sedona is Amara Resort. This 100-room full-service resort boasts the 
best location in Sedona - plus outstanding views and upgraded amenities. 
Within the resort is the SaltRock Southwest Kitchen, which offers an authentic 
taste of Sedona and a seasonal approach to cuisine. The restaurant is famous 
for its Aerated Beer Cheese and craft margaritas.
Tel: (928) 340-8803
100 Amara Ln, Sedona, AZ 86336

Red Rock Western Jeep Tours – Depart on the Soldier’s Pass Trail 
Tour. This company is known for its cowboy guides that bring the spirit of the 
Old West to their rugged and scenic jeep tours. The Soldier’s Pass Trail Tour is 
the number one Jeep Tour in Sedona, and Red Rock Western Jeep Tour is the 
only company permitted by the US Forest Service to offer tours of this historic 
trail, the same one traveled by General George Crook during the Apache 
campaign in 1871-72. 
Tel: (928) 282-6667
301 N State Route 89A, No. 6 Sacajawea Plaza,  
Sedona, AZ 86336

Visit Red Rock State Park—The Red Rock State Park property was acquired 
by the Arizona State Parks Board in 1986 and the park was opened to the 
public in 1991. The park’s 286 acres were originally part of the Smoke Trail 
Ranch, owned by Jack and Helen Frye. Arizona’s famous Oak Creek meanders 
through this scenic park, creating a diverse riparian habitat abounding with 
plants and wildlife. This riparian habitat, the land-based ecosystem closely 
associated with Oak Creek, provides the setting and the opportunity for Red 
Rock State Park to offer a center for environmental education.
Tel: (928) 282-6907
4050 Red Rock Loop Rd, Sedona, AZ 86336



Montezuma Castle National Monument

Cliff Castle Casino Hotel

E V E N I N G
Drive from Sedona to Camp Verde. The drive is 27.3 miles or 43.9 kilometers

Check in to Cliff Castle Casino Hotel—This new 122-room property, 
located in Arizona’s Wine Country, features a 650-machine casino, four 
restaurants, a 20-lane bowling center, an indoor pool and spa, and a nightclub 
which features live music and entertainment. The original 80-room hotel is now 
the Lodge.
1-800-381-SLOT (7568)
555 Middle Verde Rd, Camp Verde, AZ 86322

Dinner at Storytellers Steak House at Cliff Castle Casino (not a casual 
restaurant)— With its rock walls and gentle waterfall, the award-winning 
Storytellers captures the spirit of ancient Indian dwellings. Storytellers’ menu 
features delicacies such as Filet Mignon with Lobster Tail and Herb Encrusted 
New Zealand Rack of Lamb. Also enjoy the extensive wine list and Storytellers’ 
divine desserts. Those in the mood for a special evening can board a Red 
Rock Helicopter at the Sedona Airport just before sunset, and after enjoying a 
breathtaking journey over the majestic Red Rocks of Sedona, land at Cliff Castle 
Casino Hotel for a luxurious dinner at Storytellers.
Tel: (928) 567-7905
555 Middle Verde Rd, Camp Verde, AZ 86322

DAY  6
CAMP VERDE – JEROME
M O R N I N G 
Visit Montezuma Castle National Monument—Montezuma Castle is 
one of the best-preserved cliff dwellings in North America. This 20 room high-
rise apartment, nestled into a towering limestone cliff, tells a story of ingenuity, 
survival and ultimately, prosperity in an unforgiving desert landscape. Visitors 
can take an easy 1/3-mile trail to a peaceful grove, where they can view the 
900-year-old legacy of the ancient Sinagua culture. The National Monument is 
also home to other ruins, such as rockshelters, pueblos, and irrigation systems. 
**Admission allows entrance for 7 days to both the Montezuma National Monument 
and the Tuzigoot National Monument. You do not need to pay twice.**  
Tel: (928) 567-3322 ext 221
Montezuma Castle Rd, Camp Verde, AZ 86322

Visit Fort Verde State Historic Park—Military occupation of the Verde 
Valley began in 1865 at the request of settlers who had established farms near 
the Verde River-West Clear Creek junction five miles south of present Camp 
Verde. Fort Verde was a major base for General Crook’s U.S. Army scouts, 
soldiers and pack mules during the Indian Campaigns of the 1870s. The park 
is the best-preserved example of an Indian Wars period fort in Arizona. Several 
of the original buildings still stand and living history programs are scheduled 
periodically, giving visitors a glimpse into Arizona’s history. The homes on 
“Officers Row” reflect the lifestyles of frontier military personnel and their 
families. Today visitors can experience three historic house museums, all 
furnished in the 1880s period, that are listed on the National and State Register 
of Historic Places. The former Administration building houses the Visitor Center 
with interpretive exhibits, period artifacts from military life, and history on the 
Indian Scouts and Indian Wars era.
Tel: (928) 567-3275
125 E Hollamon St, Camp Verde, AZ 86322



Tuzigoot National Monument

Jerome
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A F T E R N O O N 
Drive from Camp Verde to Clarkdale. The drive is 21.1 miles or 34 kilometers.

Visit Tuzigoot National Monument—Crowning a desert hilltop is an 
ancient 110-room, multi-level pueblo that shows us an ancient village built by 
the Sinagua people. They were farmers and artists with trade connections that 
spanned hundreds of miles. The 1/3-mile path is a loop that takes visitors to the 
village plaza, around the ruins, into the citadel of the pueblo, and then onto 
the roof. **Admission allows entrance for 7 days to both the Montezuma National 
Monument and the Tuzigoot National Monument. You do not need to pay twice.**
Tel: (928) 634-5564 
25 Tuzigoot Rd, Clarkdale, AZ 86324

Visit Jerome State Historic Park—The Douglas Mansion has been an eye-
catching landmark in Jerome since 1916, when James S. Douglas built it on the 
hill just above his Little Daisy Mine. This former home is now a museum devoted 
to the history of the Jerome area and the Douglas family. The museum features 
photographs, artifacts and minerals in addition to a video presentation and a 3-D 
model of the town with its underground mines. There are more displays outside 
along with a picnic area offering a beautiful panoramic view of the Verde Valley.
Tel: (928) 634-5381
100 Douglas Rd, Jerome, AZ 8633


