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Resorts, Hotels & Spas 

 

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona 

 

Moxy Tempe – The First of a New Marriott Hotel Brand in the U.S. 

Opened in March 2016, the chic and modern Moxy Tempe offers the style and spirit of a boutique hotel at a 

shockingly affordable price. Moxy Hotels boldly reinvents the predictable hotel experience to fully embrace today’s 

millennial mindset and to show the world what “moxie” really means. Moxy Tempe welcomes guests with its locally 

inspired contemporary design, affordable style and buzzing social scene. Moxy Tempe’s 186 bedrooms are 

comfortable, industrial chic and tech savvy with plush platform beds, peg walls for clothing, motion sensor lighting, 

49-inch LED TVs, abundant power and USB outlets, along with furiously fast and free Wi-Fi for ultimate connectivity. 

Additionally, Moxy Tempe is the first Marriott brand to use Bluetooth radio frequency identification (RFID) for 

keyless room entry. http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/phxox-moxy-phoenix-tempe 

 

AC Hotel Phoenix Tempe Downtown Opens on Tempe Town Lake  

AC Hotel Phoenix Tempe/Downtown, which opened in June 2016, is the first hotel to be located on iconic Tempe 

Town Lake, a popular destination for recreational activities and annual special events. The six-story hotel features a 

rooftop pool with views of Tempe and Arizona State University’s Sun Devil Stadium, along with a fitness center with 

floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking the iconic “A” Mountain. The 159 guest rooms have hardwood floors and 

modern furnishings. Guests can enjoy local craft beers, specialty wines on tap, signature cocktails and tapas-style small 

bites in the AC Lounge. The AC Kitchen offers a European-inspired continental breakfast. www.marriott.com/phxac 

 

Hilton Garden Inn Phoenix Downtown Opens 

Hilton Garden Inn opened December 2015 in a landmark building in downtown Phoenix that is on the National 

Register of Historic Places. Built in 1931, the building's original limestone facade features classic Art Deco 

embellishments along with original bronze work above the main doors.  The building has been entirely renovated and 

restored to its original artistry complete with a two-story grand lobby where modern design seamlessly mixes with Art 

Deco. Its location, in the heart of the city, is conveniently close to sporting venues and entertainment districts, as well 

as business and government offices. 

http://hiltongardeninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/arizona/hilton-garden-inn-phoenix-downtown-PHXDOGI/index.html 

 

Marriott to Open Dual-Hotel Property on Downtown Phoenix Historic Site 

Marriott has announced two brands coming to downtown Phoenix in 2017. Now under construction on the northwest 

corner of Central Avenue & Madison Street, the all-new Luhrs City Center Marriott will be a 19-story, 320-room  

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/phxox-moxy-phoenix-tempe
http://www.marriott.com/phxac
http://hiltongardeninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/arizona/hilton-garden-inn-phoenix-downtown-PHXDOGI/index.html
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property. Designed to blend seamlessly with its historic neighbors while still offering state-of-the art guests amenities, 

the hotel will house two brands: a Courtyard by Marriott and a Residence Inn by Marriott, which will share a lobby 

and other amenities, including a fourth-floor pool. When finished in 2017, Luhrs City Center Marriott will complete 

the Hansji Corporation’s decade-long preservation and revitalization efforts of this landmark city block. 

 

Andaz Scottsdale Resort & Spa to Open 

Hyatt Hotels Corp. announced it will be opening the Hyatt-affiliated Andaz Resort & Spa in Scottsdale, with an 

anticipated November 2016 opening. The resort will include 201 guestrooms and suites, ranging in size from 350 to 

500 square feet configured in bungalow-style clusters of six units each; private terraces, including some with outdoor 

showers; a large pool and sundeck with a luxurious 12,000-square-foot spa facility and a fitness center; and more than 

20,000 square feet of indoor and outdoor meeting and event facilities. The resort will be designed in the "1950s desert 

art" style, drawing inspiration from designers like Frank Lloyd Wright. 

http://www.scottsdale.andaz.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html 

 

The Fairmont Scottsdale Princess Expands 

The Fairmont Scottsdale Princess, a AAA Five Diamond Southwest resort, opened an additional 102 new guest rooms 

for a total of 750 (summer 2016). This expansion also includes three luxury suites, a white sand beach, a new pool, 

Great Lawn and new 1880s Western town which features two saloons, an outdoor sate and dance floor. 

http://www.fairmont.com/scottsdale/ 

 

Saguaro Scottsdale Hotel Undergoing Event Space and Room Renovations 

The renovations, anticipated to be completed October 2016, will bring the hotel's event and meeting space to more than 

12,000 square feet of indoor and outdoor space with the addition of the Agave Ballroom and Patio, a 5,285-square-foot 

event complex with a wraparound patio with fireplaces, fire pits and multiple outdoor dining and entertaining spaces. 

The hotel will also unveil its 194 renovated guest rooms in October that include sound-proof wood doors; technology 

that allows guests to check-in and access their rooms via smartphone; pillow-top mattresses and ergonomic desks; 42-

inch flat screen cable TVs, Keurig coffee makers, mini-refrigerators, natural wood vanities and Lather bath products. 

http://thesaguaro.com/scottsdale 

 

The Camby Opens, An Autograph Collection Hotel 

The Camby, part of Marriott’s Autograph Collection of independent upscale and luxury hotels, opened January 2016 at 

24
th
 Street and Camelback Road in Phoenix. Formerly home to the Ritz-Carlton, the property underwent extensive 

renovations and has been rebranded as a “lifestyle hotel” to capitalize on its location near the Arizona Biltmore 

shopping mall and various nearby businesses. The first phase of renovation (priced at $9 million) included a new 

restaurant and bar, renovations to the main pool and enhancements made to guest rooms. http://thecamby.com 

 

Westroc Hospitality, Woodbine Development to Build New Mountain Shadows Resort 

Plans have been announced for the rebuilding of the historic Mountain Shadows Resort, one of the first resorts in the 

Paradise Valley area. Construction began in the summer of 2015 on the new Mountain Shadows Resort at the 

southwest corner of 56
th
 Street and Lincoln Drive, with a projected opening in early 2017. The 183- room, full-service 

boutique hotel will have a lounge, restaurants, a 5,000-square-foot fitness center, 12,500 square feet of indoor meeting 

space and another 25,000 square feet of outdoor meeting space. In addition, the project includes the redesign of 

neighboring Mountain Shadows Golf Club. Golf will also be right outside your door, as the property will feature an 

upscale 18-hole, all-par 3 golf course. For media information, contact Kristin Heggli kheggli@hotelvalleyho.com or 

480-421-7734. 

 

Scottsdale Resort at McCormick Ranch Reopens After Renovation 

The Scottsdale Resort at McCormick Ranch, A Destination Hotel, (formerly Scottsdale Resort & Conference Center) 

reopened on Sept. 8, 2015, after a massive renovation. As part of the $10 million renovation, the resort boasts two new 

restaurants and a bar, a transformed main pool, a significant addition of outdoor meeting and event space, enhanced 

guest rooms, and a more open, welcoming feel throughout. http://www.thescottsdaleresort.com/ 

http://www.scottsdale.andaz.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html
http://www.fairmont.com/scottsdale/
http://thesaguaro.com/scottsdale
http://thecamby.com/
mailto:kheggli@hotelvalleyho.com
http://www.thescottsdaleresort.com/
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The Courtyard Marriott Sedona To Open in September 2016 

One of Sedona's newest lodging partners, The Courtyard by Marriott Sedona, is targeting an opening in September 

2016. The property will features 116 beautifully appointed rooms with fantastic mountain views, showcasing the 

beautiful landscape Sedona has to offer. The property also will have 1,400 square feet of meeting space to 

accommodate corporate retreats and social gatherings. https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/flgcs-courtyard-sedona/ 

 

Hilton Sedona Resort at Bell Rock Debuts Following Major Renovation 

The former Hilton Sedona Resort & Spa has debuted a new name, Hilton Sedona Resort at Bell Rock, following a 

multi-million dollar renovation completed last spring along with a full resort rebranding and repositioning. 

www.hiltonsedonaresort.com 

 

Sedona Super 8 Changes to Andante Inn of Sedona 

As of August 2016, Sedona Super 8 will become the Andante Inn of Sedona, offering newly renovated guest rooms 

and adding a fitness room. Balconies will be added to the 66 guest rooms. http://www.andanteinn.com/ 

  

Cliff Castle Casino Building A New Luxury Hotel  

In January 2016, Cliff Castle Casino broke ground on a new six-story luxury hotel. The new tower will be connected to 

the current Casino on the south side and will offer views and an elevated level of comfort for guests. The property will 

feature 122 luxury suites, king rooms, double-queen rooms, a pool, multi-purpose conference rooms, coffee shop, 

retail outlet and 300 space parking garage. It will also provide a luxury option previously not offered in the Verde 

Valley, with proximity to Sedona, the vineyards and tasting rooms of Page Springs, Out of Africa Wildlife Park and 

old town Cottonwood. http://www.cliffcastlecasinohotel.com/hotel/the-new-cliff-castle-casino-hotel/ 

 

Northern Arizona 

 

Navajo Nation Takes Over Thunderbird Lodge at Canyon de Chelly  
The Navajo Nation Hospitality Enterprise has entered into a lease with the National Park Service to operate 

Thunderbird Lodge, formerly the Sacred Canyon Lodge, at Canyon de Chelly. The hotel has been renamed the 

Thunderbird Lodge in honor of the property’s storied history. Improvements planned include a major guest room 

renovation and the return of Canyon de Chelly vehicle tours. A grand opening took place in April 2016. 

http://www.thunderbirdlodge.com/ 

 

Moenkopi Announces Partnership with Tesla 

The Moenkopi Legacy Inn & Suites launched a new partnership in September 2015 with electric car giant Tesla 

Motors to install the first high-voltage Tesla chargers on the Hopi reservation. The new Tesla charging station now 

gives travelers the ability to recharge in Moenkopi, the western Gateway to Hopi, and visit artists and galleries in the 

Hopi villages along State Route 264. For more information, contact James Surveyor at 

jamessurveyor@experiencehopi.com. 

 

Tucson and Southern Arizona 

 

White Stallion Ranch Joins Historic Hotels of America 

White Stallion Ranch was selected for membership by Historic Hotels of America in May 2016.  To be nominated and 

selected for membership into this prestigious program, a hotel must be at least 50 years old;  been designated by the 

U.S. Secretary of the Interior as a National Historic Landmark or listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register 

of Historic Places; and recognized as having historic significance.  White Stallion Ranch was established as a cattle 

ranch in 1939.  It has been owned and operated by the True family for 50 years as a Guest Ranch, and has been ranked 

the #1 hotel in Tucson on TripAdvisor for 5 consecutive years. http://www.whitestallion.com  

Contact: Susanne Walsh at 520-297-0252 or swalshtucson@gmail.com 

 

https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/flgcs-courtyard-sedona/
http://www.hiltonsedonaresort.com/
http://www.andanteinn.com/
http://www.cliffcastlecasinohotel.com/hotel/the-new-cliff-castle-casino-hotel/
http://www.thunderbirdlodge.com/
mailto:jamessurveyor@experiencehopi.com
http://www.historichotels.org/
http://www.whitestallion.com/
mailto:swalshtucson@gmail.com
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Loews Ventana Canyon Resort Completes Renovations 

Loews Ventana Canyon Resort underwent comprehensive renovations to enhance the overall guest experience and 

elevate its presence in the Tucson marketplace. The multi-million dollar remastering of the guest rooms, meeting 

space, lobby, fitness center, signature Lakeside Spa and Flying V Bar & Grill was recently completed. The new look 

creates modern refinement throughout the property while preserving the original intention of blending the property 

with its striking desert surroundings. http://www.loewshotels.com/ventana-canyon/ 

 

Hacienda Del Sol Guest Ranch Resort Completes Multi-Million Dollar Expansion  

Hacienda Del Sol Guest Ranch Resort completed the construction of 32 additional guestrooms, a new ballroom, 

enhanced outdoor dining/event space, and an additional negative edge pool, all of which opened in March 2016. The 

luxurious new rooms and suites were designed and built to reflect the same Santa Fe style construction of the existing 

historic structures. The Hacienda Del Sol Guest Ranch Resort is a member of the Lifestyle Collection of Preferred 

Hotels and Resorts. http://www.haciendadelsol.com/ 

 

Hilton Tucson El Conquistador Undergoes Renovations 

Hilton Tucson El Conquistador Golf & Tennis Resort, the iconic Tucson resort nestled at the base of the Santa Catalina 

Mountains, has embarked on a multimillion dollar renovation that will encompass all areas of the property. Uniquely 

Southwest experiences are at the heart of the renovations to bring new indoor/outdoor amenities, refreshed guestrooms, 

creative garden concepts and wildlife and nature programs to the resort. All renovations will be complete by spring of 

2017. http://www.hiltonelconquistador.com/ 

 

Marriott Hotels to Open New Property in Downtown Tucson 

Although not ready to take reservations, Tucson’s newest downtown hotel is one step closer to existence. The eight-

story AC Hotel by Marriott will have 137 rooms and be located at 5
th
 Avenue and Broadway Street.  It is scheduled to 

open in summer 2017.   

 

Arizona Attractions 

 

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona 

 

OdySea Aquarium to Open September 2016 

In September 2016, the Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community will bring the sea to Scottsdale with the opening 

of OdySea Aquarium. This 16-acre complex will be the largest aquarium in the Southwest, spanning 200,000 square 

feet over two levels. OdySea Aquarium promises guests a high-tech, high-entertainment, oceanic adventure with floor-

to-ceiling windows that offer aquatic life viewing – even in the restrooms – and underwater acrylic tunnels that lead to 

each level. www.odyseaaquarium.com 

 

LEGOLAND
® 

Discovery Center at Arizona Mills Opened April 2016 

LEGOLAND® Discovery Center Arizona is a 40,000 square-foot indoor attraction featuring more than one million 

LEGO® bricks, LEGO® themed rides, a 4-D cinema and themed build-and-play areas providing a world of creativity 

and learning for young children. Families with young children can explore their imagination, color and build in the 

ultimate indoor LEGO® playground.  

www.legolanddiscoverycenter.com/arizona 

 

Tilt Studio Opening in Tempe  

Tilt Studio is slated to open in 2016 in Tempe's Arizona Mills. The two-story 40,000 square-foot family entertainment 

center will feature a unique combination of “food, fun and 'freshments” (alcoholic and non-alcoholic), in a safe, clean 

and welcoming environment. Guests will enjoy more than 150 classic and modern interactive video and redemption 

prize games for all skill levels. An entire retro gaming area on the second level will be home to favorite pinball and 

http://www.loewshotels.com/ventana-canyon/
http://www.haciendadelsol.com/
http://www.hiltonelconquistador.com/
http://www.odyseaaquarium.com/
http://www.legolanddiscoverycenter.com/arizona/holding/
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arcade games such as Space Invaders, Pac Man and Asteroids as well as interactive games such as Monster Drop 

Extreme, Sponge Bob and Ghost Busters. www.tiltstudio.com/tilt-studio-arizona-mills  

 

Tlaquepaque Arts & Crafts Village North to Open 

Sedona is about to discover the much-anticipated Tlaquepaque North that is slated to open this summer across SR179 

from Tlaquepaque Arts & Crafts Village. Visitors will enjoy its giant sycamore trees, the signature central fountain 

with pavers throughout, beautiful landscaping, and the same intimate Mexican village experience that founder and 

visionary Abe Miller originally conceived of.  It will be a gateway to the galleries along the arts corridor starting at 

Tlaquepaque and including Hozho, Exposures and Hillside. 

 

Northern Arizona  

 

New Tours on Hopi Indian Reservation  
Starting July 2016, visitors to the Hopi reservation can now enjoy tours leaving daily from the lobby of the Moenkopi 

Legacy Inn & Suites. The Hopi people live in 12 villages located in four regions referred to as First, Second, and Third 

Mesa. Tours connect visitors with unique landscapes, Hopi culture, art, and artists. Experience Hopi Tours provides a 

unique opportunity to visit the Hopi mesas and experience one of North America’s oldest yet vibrant Native American 

cultures. Tour descriptions and information for reservations is available at www.ExperienceHopi.com.   

 

For the First Time Skydiving Is Available at the Grand Canyon 

Paragon Skydive has introduced sky diving to Grand Canyon National Park. They started operations from the Grand 

Canyon National Park Airport in March 2016. http://www.paragon-skydive.com/ 

 

Grand Canyon West Offers Weekend Colorado River Tour  

Grand Canyon West is now offering "The Walapai Experience"; a guided weekend tour of Grand Canyon's West Rim 

that takes adventurers from the rapids of the Colorado River to an overnight encampment in Spencer Canyon then into 

the sky by helicopter to tour the Grand Canyon's West Rim. The tour begins the weekend of March 5, 2016 and runs 

every weekend (weather permitting) until October 30, 2016.  

 

Flagstaff Launches Unique “Selfie Trail” 

The Flagstaff Convention and Visitors Bureau has released the new Flagstaff Selfie Trail as of September 2015. The 

trail takes visitors on a tour of 12 iconic Flagstaff locations such as the Weatherford Hotel and Route 66 hot spots 

including The Museum Club. In addition to these year-round highlights, the trail features three seasonal selfies; a trip 

on the Arizona Snowbowl Scenic Chairlift Ride, the Great Pinecone at the Weatherford Hotel and a stroll at The 

Arboretum at Flagstaff. Each location is marked with a ground medallion indicating the best place to snap your selfie 

and can be easily found using the Flagstaff Selfie Trail map.  For more information, visit: 

www.flagstaffarizona.org/selfietrail.  

 

Route 66 to Celebrate 90
th

 Anniversary in 2016 

In 2016, America’s Mother Road (Route 66) is celebrating its 90th anniversary. Several communities are taking part in 

the celebration, including Flagstaff, which is marking the anniversary with a “66 Kicks on Route  66” campaign. Route 

66 was commissioned on November 11, 1926 and officially decommissioned in 1985. Today, Arizona boasts the 

longest continuous stretch of original miles of Route 66 and is lined with relics from the route’s heyday. For more 

information, visit www.flagstaffarizona.org/route66. 

 

Southern Arizona 

 

American Airline Launches Nonstop Service Between JFK and TUS 

American Airlines will kick off daily nonstop service between New York City’s JFK Airport and Tucson International 

Airport starting October 7, 2016. This service not only opens up nonstop service to Tucson’s largest feeder market for 

leisure travel, but also creates one-stop travel to and from numerous international destinations, as well as for cities 

http://www.tiltstudio.com/tilt-studio-arizona-mills
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tWqlpQZ54gu2A1P_WLIO8GuCFFJih35RYiuV76ADm7zvHz-P-xE3SRv1k2W_HyH98OVYVgKjEdEZ9R2vyAPfPYQNLgbUP4yqtwR8j-XRv003Ib84b1kVHLFp0_elcy2aBxY2zvtb7Kj6bRa4kjj126eMbiAginC8h1YE54pcr7JIPFRvc8Aub_M03ptzWePobmbfWrkVXq-HJPGGaK4yvADklgcY2QKY0w_rtYyN3Z0YdMHLkyDAu_9Vgs1JICcjHkvS5JYD0TRSDZ2VMIT9dfbzktj8-jjzi2PzGb-EedgDXBhXCDJfcKRwWoTJs7z2A9Ktfio-9ZFCe76y2CjXUfzp-yEuzn-k&c=m2Ko2ofSuRNf0je1OQmKYKqI7pmu0n0ssjMjLXaLXSklA8WAzM-74w==&ch=EYI-FX847K7UZmDTju4DFMYKwLCDAGXfc-r9NqWmmmXg5_c-lyBiWQ==
https://www.firedrummarketing.com/c.jsp?l=5w83szbt&s=24ks48f663
http://www.paragon-skydive.com/
http://www.flagstaffarizona.org/selfietrail
http://www.flagstaffarizona.org/route66
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across the northeast United States.  The daily flights between Tucson and New York will be aboard a 160-passenger 

Boeing 737-800 aircraft. 

 

Miraval Resort & Spa Announces New Bee Programs  

Miraval Resort & Spa in Tucson is offering a new bee curriculum led by resident beekeeper and local Tucson resident, 

Noel Patterson. In addition to building new hives at Miraval, Noel has developed a series of new bee programming, 

including an immersive beekeeping experience that involves donning beekeeping suits for an up-close and personal 

look at the hives, a honey tasting experience designed to introduce guests to the unique terroirs of Tucson and an 

informational lecture on bees’ role in our ecosystem. www.miravalresorts.com 

 

Colossal Cave Mountain Park Reopens 

Located 15 miles southeast of Tucson in Vail, Ariz., Colossal Mountain Park reopened in November 2015. There is no 

fee to enter the park, where there are picnic areas on-site. The cave itself has five separate tours: the Regular Tour; the 

Daytime Ladder Tour; the Nighttime Ladder Tour; the Wild Cave Tour; and the Candlelight Tour. Colossal Cave 

Mountain Park plans to further update the park and continue renovations. http://www.colossalcave.com  

 

Changes Coming to Presidio San Agustín del Tucson Museum 

The Presidio Museum in Tucson has announced that as of Oct. 1, 2015, guests ages 14 and older will pay a $3 

admission fee as part of a transition from being funded by the City of Tucson to being fully operated by the not-for-

profit Presidio Trust. The Tucson Presidio San Agustín del Tucson Museum is located on the northeast corner of the 

original Presidio, where the museum was reconstructed in 2007 to provide a glimpse of Tucson’s origins.  It is 

managed by the Tucson Presidio Trust for Historic Preservation, a not-for-profit entity whose mission is to guide and 

aid in the interpretation of history at the Presidio San Agustín through research, education and living history 

experiences. For more, visit: www.tucsonpresidio.com. 

 

Arizona Tours 

 

Northern Arizona 

 

Grand Canyon National Park and Havasu Falls Adventure Trip 

Spend a week exploring the highlights and hidden gems of the Grand Canyon. The trip, called the "Grand Canyon 

Ultimate" combines the iconic beauty of the Grand Canyon National Park with the adventure of the less traveled gem 

of Havasu Falls in Havasu Canyon, a large tributary on the south side of the Colorado River, located on the Havasupai 

("Land of the Blue Green Waters") Indian Reservation. The trip, led by Arizona Outback Adventures, is new for 2016 

and combines these locations to give guests an adventure that includes a broader experience of the Grand Canyon. The 

trip runs May through October. https://aoa-adventures.com/havasupai-south-rim/ 

 

Petrified Forest National Park Now Offering Classes and Hiking Tours 

The Petrified Forest Museum Association (PFMA) has launched its inaugural season of the Petrified Forest Field 

Institute (PFFI). PFFI offers outdoor learning opportunities – the park is the classroom. Classes will cover geology and 

paleontology, archaeology, human history and photography in this first season. Petrified Forest National Park in 

northeast Arizona preserves some of the most pristine and colorful deposits of petrified wood from the Late Triassic 

Era (200 – 225 million years ago).  

 

PFFI provides an opportunity to explore the Petrified Forest with expert guides to: 

 • Learn more about the fascinating events which sculpted the land 

 • Take part in and contribute hands-on with fossil excavation of an ancient lake 

 • Record rock-art (petroglyphs) on newly acquired park lands 

 • Learn how to use light and shadow to capture exquisite pictures of the Painted Desert. 

For more, visit www.petrifiedforestfieldinstitute.org. 

 

file://AOTDC02/Shared/Media%20Relations/Roundups/www.miravalresorts.com
http://www.colossalcave.com/
http://www.tucsonpresidio.com/
https://aoa-adventures.com/havasupai-south-rim/
http://www.petrifiedforestfieldinstitute.org/
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Eco-Friendly Raft to Launch Trips Through the Grand Canyon 

In partnership with the National Park Service, Colorado River Discovery is introducing a new raft to their fleet that is 

100% electric and the first of its kind in the region. The raft, named "Helios" in honor of the Greek God of the Sun, 

will produce zero emissions and reduce noise pollution on the Colorado River.  The Colorado Rafting Trips will run 

from March to November each year, starting and ending at Colorado River Discovery’s Welcome Center in Page, 

Arizona. www.raftthecanyon.com 

 

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona 

 

Mesa Launches Fresh Foodie Trail (March 2016) 

Serving as a culinary gateway to Greater Phoenix, the neighboring farms in and around Mesa are providing a bounty of 

seasonal goods for visitors to enjoy year-round. Citrus in January, peaches in May, olives in October and even, 

heirloom wheat in the winter. Travelers can time their visits to experience chef-driven local dinners featuring Arizona 

winemakers and participate in ice cream making classes on a dairy farm. Click here to download the guide. 

 

Rainbow Ryders Offers Hot Air Balloon Ride Followed by Tasting of Arizona Wines 

Take a hot air balloon ride overlooking the beauty of the Sonoran Desert, then land on the ground, where you’ll be 

greeted by an Arizona wine expert with local wines. This is a new tour for Rainbow Ryders in 2016, which has to be 

booked privately for individuals or groups. https://www.rainbowryders.com/hot-air-balloon-rides-phoenix/ 

 

Arizona Tourism Industry News 

 

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona 

 

Sedona Verde Valley Geotourism Website Launched 

The Sedona Verde Valley Geotourism website was launched on November 12, 2015, in collaboration with National 

Geographic and Sedona Verde Valley Tourism Council. The comprehensive website highlights the natural, cultural 

and historic attractions that define the region which includes Sedona, Cottonwood, Clarkdale, Camp Verde and the 

Yavapai Nation. http://sedonaverdsevalley.natgeotourism.com 

 

Tempe Takes the Gold With New Bicycle Friendly Designation 

In November 2015, the League of American Bicyclists (LAB) designated Tempe as a Gold Level Bicycle Friendly 

Community through 2019, upping the city’s previous designation from Silver. Tempe has been designated a Bicycle 

Friendly Community since 1997, with LAB adding the Silver level designation in 2002. Tempe is one of 25 cities in 

the country that have Gold status and the city boasts 175 miles of bikeways.  

www.tempe.gov/bike  

 

Northern Arizona  

 

Xanterra Parks & Resorts to Continue Operating Grand Canyon Concessions 

As of September 2015, Xanterra Parks & Resorts® affiliate Xanterra South Rim L.L.C. has been awarded a new 15-

year contract to continue operating the primary concessions at the South Rim of Grand Canyon National Park. 

Xanterra’s bid was chosen by the National Park Service and continues a tradition dating back to 1905 when the Fred 

Harvey Company, even before the Grand Canyon was designated a national park, began operating concessions in 

Grand Canyon Village, including El Tovar Hotel and Hopi House. For more: www.grandcanyonlodges.com 

 

 

 

 

www.raftthecanyon.com
https://res-1.cloudinary.com/simpleview/image/upload/v1/clients/mesa/VisitMesa_Agritourism_DL_0216_6797c022-1e58-4bdc-8209-a5b3ecea4939.pdf
https://www.rainbowryders.com/hot-air-balloon-rides-phoenix/
http://sedonaverdevalley.natgeotourism.com/
http://www.tempe.gov/bike
http://mailer.xanterra.net/link.php?M=7791164&N=4346&L=280&F=H


8 | Arizona Office of Tourism – August 2016 

 

www.visitarizona.com 
1110 W. Washington, Suite 155  Phoenix, AZ  85007  [P] 602.364.3700  [F] 602.364.3701 

 

 

 

 

Southern Arizona 

 

Tucson Named UNESCO City of Gastronomy 

In December 2015, Tucson became the first American city to become part of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network 

for gastronomy, honoring its 4,000 years of agricultural history, active preservation and promotion of native/heritage 

crops as well as the variety of dining opportunities available.   

 

Future 

 

NCAA Men’s Final Four 

The Men’s Final Four will make its first-ever visit to Arizona April 1-3, 2017 when the University of Phoenix Stadium 

in Glendale plays host to the event that will crown the NCAA Division 1 basketball national champion. Arizona will 

become the first western state to host the Final Four since Seattle, WA hosted in 1995. For more: 

http://www.ncaa.com/FutureFinalFour 

 

The Cactus League, Arizona spring training home to 15 Major League Baseball teams, will celebrate its 70
th
 

anniversary in 2017. 

 

Arizona Press Materials 

 

Curious about Arizona’s official state bird or wonder when it became a state? Check out our fact sheet and other press 

materials about the Grand Canyon State here: http://www.visitarizona.com/press-kit-and-materials 

 

For More Information:  

For more information on this topic and others see the official Arizona travel and vacation guide from the Arizona 

Office of Tourism at www.visitarizona.com. Find in-depth AZ visitor information and videos about visiting the state of 

Arizona, including comprehensive directories of Arizona hotels, dining and shopping, as well as things to do and 

places to visit throughout the Grand Canyon State. 

http://www.ncaa.com/FutureFinalFour
http://www.visitarizona.com/press-kit-and-materials
http://www.visitarizona.com/

