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Resorts, Hotels & Spas 
 
Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona 
 
The Ritz-Carlton, Paradise Valley is expected to open summer 2020 
Construction has begun on The Ritz-Carlton, Paradise Valley; the 20 acre, luxury property is expected to open 
summer 2020. The lobby, situated above the rest of the hotel and overlooking Camelback Mountain, will display a 
water feature that cascades down through the property to a world-class spa. The resort’s 215 guest rooms consists of 
regular suites, oversized suites, detached casitas and bungalows. Guest accommodations will be connected by lush 
courtyard gardens and shaded walkways. The main pool, spanning nearly 400 feet, will be one of the longest resort 
pools in North America. A specialty dining concept will harvest seasonal produce from the resort’s herb garden and 
400-tree citrus orchard. The 16,000 square-foot spa is comprised of indoor and outdoor treatment rooms, a private 
pool, whirlpool, Vichy shower and cabanas. The resort will also feature a 2,500 square-foot health and fitness center, 
various indoor and outdoor meeting and event spaces, and a grand lawn with views of Camelback, Mummy and 
McDowell mountains.        
 
New sustainability focused hotel by Westin in Scottsdale 
Westin hotel revealed their new sustainability-focused property, Element, on June 26, 2019. The 157-room hotel is 
located in the southwestern corner of SkySong, the ASU Scottsdale Innovation Center complex. The new location is 
the second Element brand hotel in Arizona. Inspired around sustainability and a healthy lifestyle, Element strives to 
provide guests with healthy food options and convenient physical activity. The hotel’s pool is filled with saline water, 
which does not use chemicals like traditional chlorine pools. Guests staying for longer terms in the hotel have the 
option to forgo housekeeping services in exchange for $5 of hotel credit per day. The hotel is the first one in Arizona 
to feature Element’s “communal rooms,” which include either four or five hotel rooms with access to a shared 
common room outside the hotel bedrooms.  
 
GreenTree Hospitality Group adds first boutique collection property to the brand’s portfolio 
GreenTree Hospitality Group, Inc. announced the addition of GreenTree’s first boutique collection property — The 
Clarendon Hotel and Spa. The four-star boutique hotel located in Downtown Phoenix offers several room options, 
including Deluxe Room, Junior Suite and Pool View Suite. This marks the eleventh property in the brand’s U.S. 
portfolio. 
 
 
 

https://www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/arizona/paradise-valley
http://climbcamelback.com/
https://westin.marriott.com/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/phxes-element-scottsdale-at-skysong/
http://skysong.com/
https://www.greentreeinn.com/
http://www.goclarendon.com/
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Castle Hot Springs Resort Opened February 1, 2019 
Located in the northwest expanse of the Valley, Castle Hot Springs was Arizona’s first luxury resort. For centuries, the 
Castle Hot Springs area was a medicinal healing habitat for the Yavapai and Apache Indians. In 1896, Castle Hot 
Springs opened as a resort getaway for wealthy tourists seeking solitude and the spring’s recuperative powers. In 
1976, a fire at the main lodge closed the resort. After the fire, the resort was donated to ASU and was used for 
university retreats and outings before being sold in the 1980’s. A local partnership, with multi-generational roots in 
Arizona, purchased the property in 2014 and began restoring remnants of the original resort. Castle Hot Springs 
consists of 32 luxury accommodations, including Spring Cottages which have piping directly from the hot springs. The 
resort also includes an organic farm that produces more than 150 varieties of rare fruits and vegetables for the 
restaurant and bar. Castle Hot Springs caters to guests seeking seclusion, adventure, and relaxation, but is also an 
ideal venue for weddings, corporate retreats, and family reunions. The hot springs is fed from a 10,000 foot 
underground cistern that produces over 300,000 gallons of pure 120-degree mineral water per day.  
 
Arizona is the Newest Home of a Great Wolf Lodge  
The recently opened (fall 2019) Great Wolf Lodge Arizona has made a splash in the hospitality and tourism scene by 
bringing its impressive 85,000-square-foot indoor water park to the Phoenix metropolitan area. Highlights of the 350-
room resort include a 27,000-square-foot family entertainment center known as the Great Wolf Adventure Park, 
several dining options, family friendly suites in a variety of styles including KidCabin suites, and nearly 6,500 square 
feet of flexible conference space. The hotel is built in the Talking Stick Entertainment District next door to Salt River 
Fields, the Arizona Diamondbacks' and Colorado Rockies' spring-training home.    
                                                              
Saguaro Scottsdale Hotel Undergoes Event Space and Room Renovations 
The renovations bring the Saguaro Scottsdale's event and meeting space to more than 12,000 square feet of indoor 
and outdoor space with the addition of the Agave Ballroom and Patio, a 5,285-square-foot event complex with a 
wraparound patio with fireplaces, fire pits and multiple outdoor dining and entertaining spaces. The hotel also 
unveiled its 194 renovated guest rooms that include sound-proof wood doors; technology that allows guests to 
check-in and access their rooms via smartphone; pillow-top mattresses and ergonomic desks; 42-inch flat screen 
cable TVs, Keurig coffee makers, mini-refrigerators, natural wood vanities and Lather bath products.  
 
North Central Arizona 
 
Brand-new RV and vacation cottage resort near Camp Verde  
Verde Ranch RV Resort is a new RV and cottage resort near Camp Verde. Verde Ranch has 400+ full hookup RV sites 
with 50 AMP service; guests can choose from river front sites, pull through options, and fire pits.  The RV resort offers 
16 fully furnished cottages with studio, one or two bedroom room options. Wifi and cable is available at all RV sits 
and cottages.  The resort provides onsite amenities for guests, including a pool, two Jacuzzis, pickleball courts, 
clubhouse, river recreation access, fitness center, pet parks, and concierge kayak and ATV rentals. July 2019 
 
The Tavern Hotel in Cottonwood has Expanded    
The Tavern Hotel which originally had 10 rooms has grown to a total of 41 rooms and two luxury penthouses. The 
hotel was originally built in 1925 as a grocery store and was a center of activity in Old Town Cottonwood. The historic 
building was preserved and the original 10-room hotel was completed in 2011.  
 
Northern Arizona 
 
Under Canvas Opens Glamping Experience Near Grand Canyon National Park 
This year’s season runs from late April through mid-November and include 66 tents. Take in awe-inspiring views and 
experience the beauty of the American Southwest at Under Canvas® Grand Canyon. Located just outside Valle, 
Arizona on 160 secluded acres of beautiful piñon and juniper, you will discover the extraordinary grandeur of Grand 
Canyon National Park while enjoying a variety of extensive activities. https://www.undercanvas.com/camps/grand-
canyon/ 

https://www.castlehotsprings.com/
https://www.greatwolf.com/arizona/gift-cards
https://www.talkingstickarizona.com/
http://thesaguaro.com/scottsdale
https://www.verderanchrvresort.com/
http://www.thetavernhotel.com/
https://www.undercanvas.com/camps/grand-canyon/
https://www.undercanvas.com/camps/grand-canyon/
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New Glamping Vacations Offered at Lake Powell  
Aramark, the authorized concessionaire at Lake Powell, has partnered with recreational vehicle company Airstream 
to bring new glamping rental options to Lake Powell Resort in Page, Arizona. Aramark has begun taking reservations 
for the three Airstreams at Wahweap Campground. The brand new 30-foot Airstream International Signature travel 
trailers are situated in full hookup RV campsites. Custom-designed features include natural wood flooring, 
handcrafted Italian cabinetry, Grohe faucets, porcelain toilets, kitchen appliances and stainless steel sinks. At Lake 
Powell, the second largest man-made lake in the U.S., glamping vacationers are in close proximity to lake activities 
including powerboat and personal watercraft rentals, hiking to Horseshoe Bend or enjoying a tour of Antelope 
Canyon.   
 
Southern Arizona 
 
Tucson’s Downtown Clifton Hotel completes expansion 
The Downtown Clifton Hotel announced the completion of their $4.5 million expansion in downtown Tucson. The 
construction consists of four new 2-story buildings and two 1-story buildings. The expansion added 20 new guest 
rooms, designed by owner Moniqua Lane, and opened to the public on Oct. 3, 2019. The Clifton also added a new on-
site lounge and kitchen called The Red Light Lounge. The menu, designed by Executive Chef Alex Ohayon, features 
sophisticated comfort food and upscale drinks. 
 
JW Marriot Starr Pass Resort & Spa completes property enhancements and renovations 
Tucson’s JW Marriot Starr Pass Resort & Spa finished a $3.5 million property enhancement and renovation. The 
property redesigned the Hashani Spa, lobby, and gift shop and added a new Starbucks and JW Market. The 20,000-
square-foot spa underwent a complete indoor transformation featuring new design, furniture and equipment and 
upgraded the spa’s adult only pool area. The resorts lobby was completely redesigned with an open floor plan and 
added seating. The new JW Market, located on the lower lobby level, offers locally sourced grab-n-go snacks, a 
variety of to-go flatbreads, sandwiches, and soups, local ice cream from Isabella’s, and a rotating list of wine and 
beer. Relocated to the upper lobby level, Starbucks has almost doubled in size from the previous location and offers 
guests more seating options. The resort’s gift shop was redesigned and added new furniture. The exterior of the 
entire resort was enhanced with new paint and roofing. 
 
Under Canvas Opened First Winter Glamping Experience at Tanque Verde Ranch in Tucson  
Under Canvas, an adventure-hospitality company, opened Under Canvas Tucson at Tanque Verde Ranch in Arizona. 
Under Canvas at Tanque Verde Ranch opened in December 2018 and is offered seasonally. This winter glamping 
experience will be available August 29, 2019 through May 25, 2020 at America’s oldest dude ranch. Nestled amongst 
the Rincon Mountains and adjacent to Saguaro National Park and Coronado National Forest, the Tanque Verde Ranch 
property offers views of the mountainous desert landscape. Among the ranch’s 60,000 acres, Under Canvas Tucson 
features 26 safari-style tents including the Deluxe, Stargazers and Suites that feature en-suite bathrooms. Under 
Canvas guests have access to the full service dude ranch’s onsite amenities including La Sonora Spa, an outdoor pool, 
a fitness center, The Dog House Saloon, an on-site restaurant serving Southwestern cuisine and more. Activities 
include: swimming, tennis, basketball, horseback riding, mountain biking, fishing, yoga, hiking and jeep tours. Tanque 
Verde Ranch also offers a daily kids program full of activities such as arts and crafts, nature programs and basic horse 
training. This is the second location in Arizona for Under Canvas. Their Grand Canyon property is in Valle, AZ.   
 
Arizona Attractions 
 
Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona 
 
Fate Brewing Company opens a location in Tempe  
The Scottsdale-born brewery known for its cult following, opened a new location in Tempe in May 2019. It is located 
in a midcentury modern structure renovated to accommodate Fate Brewing Company’s first brewpub outside of 

https://twitter.com/travelaramark
https://www.airstream.com/
https://www.lakepowell.com/rv-camping/airstream-camping/
https://downtowntucsonhotel.com/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/tussp-jw-marriott-tucson-starr-pass-resort-and-spa/
https://www.undercanvas.com/
https://www.undercanvas.com/camps/tucson/
https://www.tanqueverderanch.com/
https://fatebrewing.com/
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Scottsdale. The 6,000 square-foot pub features an indoor/outdoor wrap-around bar, an additional 2,5000 square-
foot beer garden, a large, dog-friendly patio, two fire pits and lawn games. Along with award-winning craft beers, 
American classics will be served for lunch and dinner and a brunch will be served on Sundays mid-day.  
        
Tallest Floating Waterslide opens at Lake Pleasant 
H2-WHOA! the tallest floating waterslide in the world has opened at Lake Pleasant Harbor Marina. The new 
attraction has three launch slides to choose from. H2-WHOA! manufacturer Hydro Platforms has collaborated 
with Proceanic maritime engineering to bring this concept to reality. The waterslide was recorded by The Guinness 
Book of World Records as the tallest floating waterslide at a height of 34 feet. H2-WHOA! Lake Pleasant Harbor 
Marina is located on the southeastern shores of Lake Pleasant in Peoria, Arizona, just outside of the Phoenix Metro 
area. With more than 800,000 visitors annually, the park offers facilities to go boating, fishing, swimming, water 
skiing, wakeboarding, scuba diving, sailing, hiking, kayaking and fly boarding.  
 
Northern Central 
 
New Camp Verde Vineyard Salt Mine Wine Now Open  
Only an hour from North Phoenix, Salt Mine Wine is one of the closest vineyards and wineries to the Valley of the 
Sun or Phoenix metropolitan area. Salt Mine Vineyard is currently growing six Italian varietals. Primitivo, 
Montepulciano and Aglianico vines are planted where the soils are fertile and temperatures are cold. Malvasia 
Bianca, Sangiovese, and Barbera vines are planted on the hillside where the soils are well drained and the summer 
temperatures are warm. The tasting room is open Saturdays and holidays from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
New Western Heritage Center in Prescott  
The new Western Heritage Center in Prescott is a unique collaboration of more than 25 organizations, including 
museums, historical societies and other related organizations that promote Arizona’s western heritage. Independent 
exhibits featuring the Rough Riders, ranching, railroad, film history, mining, and more will also be included, enhancing 
the Center’s attraction. The Western Heritage Center, located across from the Courthouse Plaza on Montezuma 
Street, will engage with its visitors, educating and bringing to life the area’s rich heritage and history.  Later this year, 
interactive touch screens will encourage visitors to learn more about each organization’s history and mission, while 
also offering directions to their locations. July 2019 
 
Northern Arizona 
 
The Lowell Observatory announces the grand opening of the Giovale Open Deck Observatory 
On Oct. 3, 2019, the Giovale Open Deck Observatory at the Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff opened to the public. The 
new 4,300-square-foot Observatory features educational exhibits, and six advanced telescopes in the public 
observing plaza. Visitors can experience detailed, close up views of rich star fields, the moon, planets, nebulae, and 
galaxies. There will be five exhibits during the day, while the observatory is closed and three exhibits offered in the 
evening. The plaza’s grand opening marks the completion of the first phase of Lowell’s public education program 
expansion. The next phase, set to be finished in 2023, is the construction of a three-story “Astronomy Discovery 
Center.” 
 
Ten X Campground by Grand Canyon National Park south rim will undergo expansion and remodel 
The Kaibab National Forest plans to expand and remodel the popular Ten X Campground in the Tusayan Ranger 
District, about 5 miles south of Grand Canyon National Park. The project will increase capacity at Ten X Campground 
from the current 70 campsites to a total of 300, encompassing about 345 acres total. The remodeling of existing sites 
and the addition of new sites will increase the campground's ability to accommodate large RVs while eliminating the 
current problem of parking along the Ten X roadway. The 230 sites to be added will be a mix of RV-friendly, individual 
tent, and small group sites. Future campground improvements include adding ramada structures with more grills, fire 
rings and picnic tables, as well as a new amphitheater. 
 

https://h2-whoa.com/
https://pleasantharbor.com/
https://www.saltminewine.com/
https://www.visitwhc.org/
https://lowell.edu/giovale-open-deck-observatory/
https://lowell.edu/giovale-open-deck-observatory/
https://lowell.edu/lowell-observatory-receives-14-5-million-grant-for-new-astronomy-discovery-center/
https://lowell.edu/lowell-observatory-receives-14-5-million-grant-for-new-astronomy-discovery-center/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/kaibab/
https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/234488
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/kaibab/recarea/?recid=11688
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/kaibab/recarea/?recid=11688
https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
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Southern Arizona 
 
The Thing Museum in Benson now Open  
Bowlin Travel Centers, which owns the property about an hour east of Tucson, launched a new museum revolving 
around The Thing’s origin story in a recently constructed 12,000-square-foot facility connected to its gift shop. The 
museum’s exhibits including a giant dinosaur are part of the journey back through time. Guests learn how 
interplanetary-beings covertly influenced important moments in history and unlock the mystery of “The Thing”. The 
new museum is more than three times as big as the previous multi-building facilities and is 100% climate-controlled. 
The expanded retail space offers handcrafted Indian jewelry, a variety of Southwestern merchandise, including 
fireworks and select museum souvenirs. 
 
Western Arizona 
 
New Riverfront Parks and Trails in Yuma 
Over the past 15 years, the banks of the Colorado River in Yuma have been transformed - and now there is a new 
guide to all the riverfront parks and trails, thanks to a joint effort by the City of Yuma Parks and Recreation 
Department, Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area, Yuma Visitors Bureau, and the Quechan Indian Tribe. Since 2000, 
the Yuma community, in partnership with the Quechan Indian Tribe, has restored 400 acres of wetlands, built three 
riverfront parks, and developed an extensive trail network. This new brochure includes maps for parks, biking and 
hiking trails. An online version may be downloaded here 
 
Arizona Tours 
 
Northern Arizona 
 
Pink Jeep Tours offering a new tour in Northern Arizona 
Pink Jeep Tours added a new tour route from Sedona to Antelope Canyon and Horseshoe Bend. The 11-hour tour 
consists of a one-hour hike through Lower Antelope Canyon with a local Navajo guide, a 1.5 mile, round trip, hike 
through Horseshoe Bend, lunch at Glen Canyon Dam, and a stop to shop at the Cameron Trading Post. The tour price 
includes hotel pickup in Sedona, transportation to and from Sedona, all admission fees, and lunch. May 2019 
 
Buck Wild Hummer Tours at the Grand Canyon  
The Buck Wild Hummer Tours, was created to provide excursions for all ages along the South Rim of the Grand 
Canyon. Family-owned and operated by Grand Canyon experts, this company provides Grand Canyon experiences 
aboard custom-built Humvees. Buck Wild Hummer Tours offers a selection of pre-set tour itineraries, as well as the 
ability to customize a completely original private adventure. All tours depart from Grand Canyon National Park.                                      
 
Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona 
 
Rainbow Ryders Hot Air Balloon Co. expands fleet 
Rainbow Ryders Hot Air Balloon Co. has purchased Float Balloon Tours, a Phoenix-based hot air balloon company. 
The expansion of the Rainbow Ryders to a fleet of 33 hot air balloons has increased the Phoenix fleet by 25%. The 
expansion now allows the company to fly up to 150 passengers per day. 
 
SanTan Brewing Company offers behind the scenes tours and tastings 
SanTan Brewing Company, Arizona’s largest independent brewery & distillery, will offer behind the scenes tours and 
tastings of beers and spirits at their 35,000 sq. ft. production facility in Chandler. Highlights include tours of the craft 
beer and spirit labs, tasting samples, and education on the history and future of SanTan Brewing Company. At the 
end of the tour, guests can purchase packaged products to take home and enjoy. Tours start in early October 2019 
and offered three times per day on Saturdays and Sundays. Admission will be $15 per person with a percentage of 

http://www.bowlintc.com/
http://www.bowlintc.com/the-thing.html
http://visityuma.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=9064d157e7cbd58f9abf0fb27&id=c70a532d1c&e=739ea87a32
https://buckwildhummertours.com/
https://rainbowryders.com/
https://floatballoontours.com/
https://santanbrewing.com/
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each ticket sold to benefit Chandler Compadres, a non-profit organization that provides support for East Valley 
families in need.  
 
Hotel Valley Ho Launches Mid-Century Modern Architecture Tour of Scottsdale  
Hotel Valley Ho in Old Town Scottsdale, Arizona launched the Insider Mid-Century Tour of Scottsdale, in November 
2018. Local expert Ace Bailey guides guests as they explore the history and architecture of buildings by Frank Lloyd 
Wright and other notable Valley architects. Tours are offered by appointment and must be booked in advance; at 
least two weeks’ notice is recommended. The full tour is offered from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. A three-hour mini tour 
is available at 9:00 a.m. or 1:30 p.m., and includes Hotel Valley Ho, the Garden Apartment District and the Price 
House. The tours are offered at a flat rate and can accommodate groups from two to 10; the full tour is $1,400 (plus 
$25 per person for lunch including a glass of wine), and the mini tour is $700. Your booking includes transportation 
and a donation to the Price House to help preserve Wright’s legacy in the desert.  
 
Arizona Biltmore Happy Hour History Tours  
The Arizona Biltmore, a Waldorf Astoria resort, is now offering Happy Hour History Tours. Guests are invited to kick 
off the weekend, learning about the landmark’s Frank Lloyd Wright architecture and storied past serving as a 
playground for worldly dignitaries, U.S. Presidents, and glitterati of Old Hollywood. The 45-minute tour runs every 
Friday evening and includes two of the resort’s most iconic libations, the Catalina Spritz and the Tequila Sunrise, 
which is reported to have originated at the property.  
 
Spanish-Language Audio Tour for Children at Desert Caballeros Western Museum 
As of September 2018, the Desert Caballeros Western Museum offers a Spanish-language audio tour for children, 
made possible by a recent grant from Arizona Humanities. The new audio tour introduces young visitors to Western 
art and the history of Wickenburg and Arizona through engaging descriptions and first-person narration. It 
complements the Museum's existing audio tour offerings, which include adult tours in Spanish and English, as well as 
an English-language children's tour. 
 
North Central Arizona 
 
Verde Valley Day Trip from Phoenix 
Tour company DETOURS is now offering a day visit to the Verde Valley from the Phoenix metropolitan area. The 
Verde Canyon Railroad and Jerome day trip is a fully narrated excursion with hotel pick-ups in the Scottsdale and 
Phoenix area. The tour stops in Jerome for some time to shop and learn about the mining history of the area. Next, 
guests visit the new Arizona Copper Museum, for an educational, hands-on experience about the discovery of copper 
and its many uses today. The afternoon is spent enjoying views from a first-class seat, with lunch on the Verde 
Canyon Railroad. The tour operates on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and is $235 per adult which includes lunch, 
unlimited bottled water and all entrance fees.  
 
L’Auberge de Sedona Offering Guided Tour of The Grand Canyon 
L’Auberge de Sedona has curated a Grand Canyon Package to celebrate the landmark's 100th anniversary in February 
2019, where guests experience a full day of scenic byways and a Grand Canyon adventure via Pink Jeep Tours. The 
tour is a full day (10-11 hours) including lunch, transportation to and from the canyon south rim, entrance and a 
continued tour throughout the canyon. The Grand Canyon experience also includes a two-night stay in a cottage and 
a $40 one-time breakfast credit. Set among Sedona’s Red Rocks, L’Auberge de Sedona features 62 luxury cottages 
and 21 traditional lodge-style guest rooms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hotelvalleyho.com/
https://www.hotelvalleyho.com/hotel/hotel-events/insider-mid-century-tour-scottsdale
http://www.arizonabiltmore.com/seasonal-events/
https://westernmuseum.org/
http://detoursofthewest.com/
https://www.lauberge.com/
https://www.lauberge.com/packages/grand-canyon-package/
https://www.pinkadventuretours.com/tours/sedona-tours


Arizona Office of Tourism – Roundup of News October 2019 Page 7 
http://newsroom.visitarizona.com/ 

Arizona Tourism Industry News 
 
Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona 
 
 
The MIM and ASDM Ranked as a Top Museums in the US 
The Musical Instrument Museum (MIM) in Phoenix and the Arizona- Sonoran Desert Museum (ASDM) in Tucson were 
included in the list of top 25 museums in the U.S. during TripAdvisors’ 2018 Travelers’ Choice awards. The list was 
created using an algorithm that calculated the quantity and quality of reviews by data gathered over a 12-month 
0period. The MIM is ranked #15 and the ASDM is ranked #18 on the list. The MIM is the only Global Musical 
Instrument Museum in the world, with more than 13,600 musical instruments and associated objects collected from 
around 200 of the world’s countries and territories throughout the decades. The 98 acres of the ASDM consists of a 
zoo, botanical garden, art gallery, natural history museum, and aquarium. 
 
Taliesin West is one of eight in a group Frank Lloyd Wright buildings added to UNESCO World Heritage List 
On Sunday, June 7, 2019, UNESCO inscribed Taliesin West in Scottsdale as one in a group of eight masterworks by 
architect Frank Lloyd Wright as a World Heritage Site. The group of eight, entitled “The 20th-Century Architecture of 
Frank Lloyd Wright,” is the first World Heritage listing for the United States in the field of modern architecture. The 
nomination process, lead by the Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conversancy, took 15 plus years, as organizers narrowed 
down buildings that best represents Wright and the World Heritage Committee’s selection criteria. Taliesin West is 
the second World Heritage Site in Arizona, next to the Grand Canyon National Park.  
 
Sandra Day O’Connor House officially listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
The National Park Service has officially listed the Sandra Day O’Connor House in Tempe in the National Register of 
Historic Places. The nomination was prepared by the State Historic Preservation Office and was unanimously 
approved by the Arizona Historic Sites Review Committee on March 22, 2019. The National Register of Historic Places 
is the nation’s list of properties considered worthy of preservation. Justice O’Connor resided in the house from 1958 
until 1981. The home was the center of O’Connor’s life during her ascent to the pinnacle of the judiciary. While living 
there, she endured discrimination in the 1950s and early 1960s when no law firm in Phoenix would hire a woman, 
raised her three sons, established herself as an attorney and judge, and then rose to become the first female 
Supreme Court Justice. O’Connor’s home became a regular gathering place for Arizona’s most influential individuals. 
 
Co-owner of FnB restaurant in Scottsdale wins prestigious James Beard Award 
Charleen Badman, chef and co-owner of FnB in Scottsdale, won the James Beard Award for the “Best Chef: 
Southwest” category. The category includes chefs from Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas and Utah. 
Badman was the only Arizona chef in the final round and has been a semifinalist in the same category for the last four 
years. Opened in 2009, FnB has a seasonally rotating menu that focuses on Arizona farmers and local vendors. May 
2019 
 

Tonto National Monument designated as International Dark Sky Park  
The National Park Service and the International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) announced Tonto National Monument as 
a designated International Dark Sky Park. The Monument provides exceptional opportunities to observe the night 
sky, has implemented efforts for preservation of the nocturnal environment, and educational programs for the 
public. The staff at Tonto National Monument have worked tediously towards meeting the IDA required standards 
and completing the application. The two-year process involved retrofitting lighting fixtures and bulbs throughout the 
Monument and interpreting the importance of preserving darkness. Assistance from staff, the National Park Service 
Natural Sounds & Night Skies Division, the local community, non-profit partners, and other governmental 
organizations have made this award possible. This now brings the total number of Arizona International Dark Sky 
locations to 16. May 2019 
 
 
 

https://en.unesco.org/
https://franklloydwright.org/taliesin-west/
https://franklloydwright.org/
https://www.nps.gov/index.htm
http://oconnorinstitute.org/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/index.htm
https://azstateparks.com/shpo/
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New nonstop flight between Frankfurt, Germany and Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport 
Eurowings, a Lufthansa Group airline, announced new nonstop flights between Frankfurt, Germany and Phoenix Sky 
Harbor International Airport. Flights will be available every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday, 
beginning April 29, 2020 until November 2020.  Flights will leave Frankfurt at 2:05 p.m., arriving in Phoenix at 5:05 
p.m. then depart Phoenix at 6:55 p.m., arriving in Frankfurt the next day at 3:05 p.m. The Airbus 330-200 aircraft will 
have a three-class configuration, with 22 business class seats, 17 premium class seats and an economy class offering 
231 seats. In total, the flights will have a total of 270 seats. 
 
American Airlines adds second daily flight to Hermosillo, Mexico  
American Airlines declared the addition of the second daily flight to Hermosillo, Mexico from Phoenix Sky Harbor 
Airport. Flight service will begin on Dec. 18, 2019, leaving Hermosillo at 9:00 a.m., arriving in Phoenix at 10:19 a.m. 
then depart Phoenix at 7:14 p.m. and arrive in Hermosillo at 8:43 p.m. The flight will be served by a Bombardier CRJ-
700 containing 70 seats and operated by SkyWest. 
 
American Airlines announces the first flight service between Chihuahua, Mexico and Phoenix 
American Airlines announced the first flight service between Chihuahua, Mexico and Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport is 
scheduled to begin on Dec. 2019. The non-stop, daily flight will be served on a Bombardier CRJ-700 jet, offering 70 
seats. The addition of Chihuahua brings the total number of nonstop destinations in Mexico to 11 from Phoenix Sky 
Harbor.  
 
American Airlines adds four new destinations for the winter travel season from Phoenix Sky Harbor 
American Airlines announced plans for additional growth in Phoenix with the addition of four new winter seasonal 
routes. So far this year American has announced 11 new destinations from Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport 
(PHX). On December 18, 2019, American will launch service from Fort Lauderdale International Airport (FLL); 
Colorado Springs Airport (COS); Hector International Airport (FAR) in Fargo North Dakota; and Cincinnati/Northern 
Kentucky International Airport (CVG). 
 
Sky Harbor International Airport opens new Concourse in Terminal 3 
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport has completed the second phase of a $590 million modernization project on 
John S. McCain III Terminal 3. The terminal was recently renamed in honor of Arizona’s former senator, John S. 
McCain III. The new south concourse added local and national restaurants, such as SanTan Brewing Co, Christophe’s, 
The Tavern, Mustache Pretzels, The Parlor Pizzeria, Shake Shack, Uberrito, Habit Burger, Panera Bread and two 
Starbucks. As part of the modernization project, Terminal 3 has added several retail options, video relay service for 
hearing and speech-impaired travelers, a nursing room, animal relief area, and children’s play area. John S. McCain III 
Terminal 3 has 15 airline gates, serving Delta, Frontier, Hawaiian, JetBlue, and Sun Country Airlines. Delta Airlines 
opened their new 7,000-square-foot, members only, Delta Sky Club Lounge. The Sky Club offers customizable food 
options, a complimentary bar and artwork created by regional artists. Phase 3 is expected to be finished in 2020. 
 
Condor Airlines has extended its nonstop Phoenix-Frankfurt flight service in 2020 
Due to continued demand, Condor Airlines is further extending its service in 2020 by adding two days a week for the 
month of April, then continuing its three-day a week service from May to October. The airline will continue to 
operate the flight with a Boeing 767-300ER. This aircraft offers more than 250 seats, providing each passenger on 
board complimentary checked baggage, beverages, meals and in-flight entertainment at each seat. The 18 seats in 
Business Class feature lie-flat seats, a 15” personal in-seat premium entertainment system, power and USB ports, and 
gourmet meals with complimentary beer, wine and cocktails. This service will continue to bring Europeans to Arizona 
and provide both business and leisure travelers a convenient option to get to Europe. 
 
American Airlines Launches Nonstop Service from London to Phoenix  
American Airlines launched (March 2019) a new nonstop flight between London and Phoenix, Arizona that will 
operate daily year- round. This added service helps meet the heightened demand from UK travellers wanting to visit 
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https://www.aa.com/homePage.do
http://www.skyharbor.com/
https://www.aa.com/homePage.do
http://www.skyharbor.com/
http://news.aa.com/home/default.aspx
https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://www.skyharbor.com/docs/default-source/pdfs/terminal-modernization/phoenix-sky-harbor-terminal-3-south-concourse-media-kit.pdf?sfvrsn=cc869488_4
https://www.skyharbor.com/TerminalModernization
https://www.skyharbor.com/flights/airlines
https://www.aa.com/homePage.do
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Arizona. The new route is conducted on a Boeing 777-200 aircraft and is meant to complement the already existing 
service between London and Phoenix from American’s partner British Airways.  
 
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport is Adding More International and East Coast Service in 2019 
Condor Airlines has announced that it is increasing its nonstop service between Phoenix Sky Harbor International 
Airport and Frankfurt, Germany from two days per week to three. Condor began its service at Phoenix Sky Harbor last 
spring, flying twice a week to Frankfurt May through September. The route was so successful, that the airline 
announced last summer it would expand service nearly two full months to include all of May and October 2019. 
Condor is now increasing the frequency of the PHX to Frankfurt flights and operates on Monday, Wednesday and 
Saturday May through October of 2019. In addition, JetBlue has announced new service between Phoenix Sky Harbor 
and Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The daily nonstop flight operated by an Airbus A320 began on February 14, 2019. The 
flight operates year-round. (https://www.skyharbor.com, “PHX Sky Harbor Adding More International and East Coast 
Service in 2019”, 2018.) 
 
North Central Arizona 
 
The National Audubon Society designates third Important Bird Area (IBA) in Camp Verde  
The Arizona office of the National Audubon Society science review team approved a third Camp Verde Important Bird 
Area (IBA). The IBA designation acknowledges the biodiversity of the area and the value it has to bird conservation. 
The recognized area includes the 17-mile corridor of the Verde River, plus West Clear Creek and Wet Beaver Creek, 
within the corporate boundary of Camp Verde. The Verde River’s vast watershed is habitat for one of the largest 
concentrations of resident and migratory birdlife anywhere in the Southwest. This new area brings a total of six IBAs 
to Yavapai County. July 2019 
 
SkyWest Airlines-United Express Selected for Essential Air Service at Prescott Municipal Airport  
The U.S. Department of Transportation selected SkyWest Airlines, operating as United Express, to provide Essential 
Air Service (EAS) at Prescott Municipal Airport (PRC) for a period of two years, it began in late August 2018. United 
Express operates 50-seat CRJ 200 jets from Prescott, with roundtrip flights daily to Denver, and six days a week to Los 
Angeles, every day except Saturday. Passengers are able to connect through Denver or Los Angeles to hundreds of 
destinations throughout the world. Travelers are able to book tickets using the United Airlines website, or they can 
use online travel websites, or local travel agents. 
 
Verde Valley listed fourth in the USA Today 2019 Readers' Choice Top 10 Best Wine Regions 
Sedona’s Verde Valley was voted the fourth best wine region in the country by USA Today. A panel of experts 
partnered with 10Best editors to pick 20 nominees, and the top 10 winners were determined by readers vote. The 
Verde Valley features a dry, arid climate with dramatic temperature changes from day to night and volcanic soil, 
resulting in excellent conditions for growing grapes. Visitors to the region can explore its wineries and tasting rooms 
along the Verde Valley Wine Trail. 
 
Northern Arizona 
 
Grand Canyon National Park designated as an official International Dark Sky Park  
The National Park Service and the International Dark-Sky Association awarded Grand Canyon National Park an official 
International Dark Sky Park certification. The certification gives Grand Canyon National Park support to continue to 
grow the park’s educational programs and creates economic opportunities for neighboring communities as well 
through astronomy-based tourism. The amount of lights inventoried and retrofitted in this process makes Grand 
Canyon National Park one of the largest, most complex, International Dark Sky Parks in the world. 
 
Arizona’s Petrified Forest National Park Becomes Newest International Dark Sky Park 
The National Park Service and the International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) have announced that Petrified Forest 
National Park has been officially designated as an International Dark Sky Park. An IDA International Dark-Sky Park 
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(IDSP) is a land possessing an exceptional or distinguished quality of starry nights and a nocturnal environment 
that is specifically protected for its scientific, natural, educational, cultural heritage, and/or public enjoyment. 
Petrified Forest National Park joins an exclusive but growing list of  certified IDA International Dark-Sky Parks. 
(http://darksky.org, "Arizona's Petrified Forest National Park Becomes World's Newest International Dark Sky 
Park", 2018).  
 
Southern Arizona 
 
Yuma’s Territorial Prison named the country’s “Most Haunted Destination” by USA Today 
Yuma’s Territorial Prison has been named the country’s “Most Haunted Destination” by USA Today’s 10 Best Readers' 
Choice Awards 2019. Visitors claim to have heard and seen spirits of inmates on death row, a moaning woman 
looking for her daughter who drowned along the bank of the Colorado River, and a little girl in a red dress who 
pinches passers-by then runs away. The prison was in operation for 33 years dating back to 1876. Yuma’s territorial 
prison competed with a former sanatorium, a lunatic asylum, a lighthouse, a penitentiary, and even The Queen Mary, 
a historic ocean liner docked in Long Beach, California, for the nation’s 2019 Best Haunted Destination award. 
 
Aridus Wine Company named among the top “Hot Brands” by Wine Business Monthly 
Aridus Wine Company, headquartered in Willcox and founded by Scott and Joan Dahmer in 2012, has been named 
among the top “Hot Brands” in wine by Wine Business Monthly. The list recognizes vintners, growers, wineries and 
wines that are making a statement in the industry while also exceeding expectations with regard to quality. Its 
growing location – in the Chiricahua Hills appellation – was of particular interest to the judging panel due to its 
proactive work toward becoming an entirely estate sourced operation. May 2019 
 
Centennial Celebrations in 2019 
 
Grand Canyon Centennial, Grand Canyon National Park 
The Grand Canyon celebrates 100 years of its designation as a national park. The Centennial year features virtual and 
in-park events throughout 2019 at the South Rim, North Rim, Desert View, Inner Canyon, and surrounding gateway 
communities.  
 
Hotel Congress, Tucson  
The hotel was established in 1919, but while digging up historical facts about Hotel Congress, the building was 
constructed in 1918 with a soft opening in November of that year. The celebrations continue through 2019 with 
events toasting the hotel's dedication to serving the Tucson community. 
 
Route 66 Centennial Celebration in 2026 
Arizona’s Route 66, also known as the Mother Road, has been more than a road.  Its people and places have inspired 
writers, filmmakers, photographers and artists.  Its (almost) 100 year history boasts neon, classic cars, diners, and 
cowboys as well as spectacular vistas and mystical landscapes.   
 
Semi Centennial Celebrations in 2019 
Lunar Legacy, Flagstaff 
On July 20th, 1969, Neil Armstrong became the first person to set foot on the moon. All astronauts who walked on 
the Moon—including Neil Armstrong, Alan Shepard, and Buzz Aldrin—completed their training in Flagstaff, as well as 
at several other locations in northern Arizona. After 50 years, it’s time to celebrate Flagstaff’s scientific role in the 
Apollo Moon Missions of 1969. 
 
John Wesley Powell Museum, Page 
The John Wesley Powell Museum is a nonprofit organization that started in 1969 by local volunteers. The museums 
mission is to collect, preserve, and interpret the history of John Wesley Powell, the City of Page, and the Colorado 
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Plateau. John Wesley Powell is known for his trips down the Green and Colorado River in 1869, and is credited with 
leading the first group of white men down the Colorado River through present day Grand Canyon.  
 
Desert Caballeros Western Museum, Wickenburg 
This year, The Desert Caballeros Western Museum (DCWM) celebrates 50 years since opening its doors to the public 
on May 9, 1969. Originally founded by members of the Wickenburg community to preserve the history of the town, 
five decades of continued support from locals and visitors alike has transformed the Museum into a nationally 
celebrated center for Western art and history. 
 
Arizona Press Materials 
Curious about Arizona’s official state bird or wonder when it became a state? Check out our fact sheet and other 
press materials about the Grand Canyon State here: newsroom.visitarizona.com 
 
For More Information: For more information on this topic and others see the official Arizona travel and vacation 
guide from the Arizona Office of Tourism at www.visitarizona.com. Find in-depth AZ visitor information and videos 
about visiting the state of Arizona, including comprehensive directories of Arizona hotels, dining and shopping, as 
well as things to do and places to visit throughout the Grand Canyon State. 
 

Connect:  

 Facebook: @arizonatravel 

 Twitter: @ArizonaTourism 

 Instagram: @visit_arizona 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism 
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