
You might not have to pack seven kids into a Woody station wagon like days gone by, but you can still have 
a great family road trip. Driving the highways and byways is still a good way for families to reconnect and 
bond while sharing an adventure. Northern Arizona offers families a veritable playground of fun, with 
destinations that evoke wide-eyed wonder, elicit lots of laughter and engage lifelong memories. It offers all-
ages excitement at every turn and, we think, a more authentic alternative to a traditional beach 
or theme park vacation.

Cotton up to Cottonwood

Head north on I-17 to AZ-260 and you’ll soon be in the heart of Arizona—the lovely Verde 
Valley. Ideally situated above the heat of the desert and below the cold of Arizona’s high 
country, its moderate year-round climate is conducive to outdoor adventure. Your first 
stop? The quaint town of Cottonwood, offering an old-time main street, and sights to see 
on both rails and trails.     http://www.visitcottonwoodaz.org/ 

All Aboard! The Verde Canyon Railroad in Clarkdale

Step aboard a fully restored vintage train for a four-hour excursion through 100 years of 
history on the Verde Canyon Railroad. Sit back in climate-controlled comfort and enjoy 
views of picturesque canyons and wildlife as the train meanders along the Verde River. 
Three types of accommodations are available, and each has access to open-air viewing 
cars with shaded canopies. Outdoor attendants well versed in the canyon’s history, 
geology and wildlife share highlights and answer questions. Before departure at 1:00 p.m., 
take a stroll through the historic depot offering the Boxcar Gift Store, Copper Spike Café 
and more.    http://verdecanyonrr.com/  

Rustle up some dinner and western entertainment at Blazin’ M Ranch

Round up your posse and head for Blazin’ M Ranch, just five minutes away. A world of 
western adventure awaits in this authentic frontier town. Shopping along the boardwalk, 
tractor-pulled wagon rides, farm critters you can pet, ropin’ lessons and target shootin’ 
with a real Colt 45 six shooter. At 6:30 p.m. when the chow bell rings, that’s your cue to 
hoof it over to the barn where you’ll find a western-style chuck wagon dinner guaranteed 
to tickle your innards. After dinner, clap your hands and stomp your feet to the music of 
the Blazin’ M Cowboys. These talented musicians share tunes mixed with cowboy poetry 
and a dash of humor. 

Please note: Blazin’ M Ranch is closed during the month of January.
https://www.blazinm.com/ 
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Take the kids to the fishin’ hole at Oak Creek Canyon

Head north on AZ-89A and in 45 minutes, you’ll enter the glorious Red Rock area of Sedona and Oak Creek Canyon. The creek flows 
through a narrow gorge it has cut along a fault line in the same rock strata that formed the Grand Canyon. But this smaller chasm is 
much more accessible. Drop a fishing line into one of the catch-and-release sections of the creek’s crystal waters. Hike along creek-
side paths, visit a campsite or picnic area or slide down a click natural water chute at Slide Rock State Park. 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/coconino/recarea/?recid=74376

Bear witness to the majesty of nature at Bearizona in Williams

Take AZ-89A to I-40 W toward Williams and go wild at Bearizona. This 160-acre 
“drive-through” wildlife preserve is nestled in the beautiful Kaibab National Forest 
and boasts a variety of North American animals in natural habitats. You can get up 
close and personal (with the windows rolled up) with black bears, wolves, bison and 
more. After the drive-through portion of the park, stroll through Fort Bearizona to 
get an up-close look at the baby and smaller animals on exhibit and see the High 
Country Raptors show, featuring hawks, owls and falcons. Complete your visit 
with a Wild Ride bus tour where a guide will take you through the park and discuss 
the history of Bearziona and fun facts about the  inhabitants – this time without 
windows! Bearizona opens at 8:00 a.m. and the last car is admitted at 6:00 p.m. 
http://bearizona.com  

Glide over the treetops at Arizona 
Snowbowl in Flagstaff

From I-40 E to Historic Rte. 66, take exit 
191 to US-180 W (North Fort Valley Rd. 
and North Snowbowl Road) to Snowbowl’s 
Scenic Chairlift. Operating as a ski chairlift 
in winter, it thrills with some of Arizona’s 
most dramatic scenery in summer. The three-
passenger lift shuttles you up the western side 
of the San Francisco Peaks and drops you off 
at 11,500 feet in elevation. Enjoy breathtaking 
views of the Red Rocks, the cinder cone 
volcanic field and the walls of the Grand 
Canyon. Don’t forget to bring a camera and a 
windbreaker! Open daily through Labor Day: 
first chair up at 10:00 a.m. and last chair up  
at 4:00 p.m.
http://www.arizonasnowbowl.com
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See stars at Lowell Observatory 

Spend a heavenly evening stargazing at the 
same observatory that discovered Pluto in 
1930. At this independent, non-profit research 
institution, you can take part in all things 
astronomy—including an evening telescope 
viewing of planets, the moon and star clusters. 
You can also enjoy evening multimedia shows 
to learn about the construction of Lowell’s 
world-class telescope, our solar system, plus 
stars, galaxies and more. 
https://lowell.edu/ 
 

Big fun awaits at Little America Hotel

Right about now you’re probably in need of 
a little R&R. You’ll find it at Little America 
Hotel in Flagstaff. Situated within 500 acres 
of Ponderosa Pine forest, this icon of western 
hospitality offers families a convenient 
location that’s accessible to all of Northern 
Arizona’s sightseeing and recreational points 
of interest. Treat yourself to exceptional 
accommodations, service and dining. The 
hotel’s Silver Pine Restaurant provides 
breakfast, lunch and dinner daily.  
http://flagstaff.littleamerica.com/ 

It’s time for your morning tee

Golfing in Arizona’s high country is sure to 
elevate your game. That’s because elevations 
here range from 5,000 to 7,000 feet about sea 
level, presenting golfers with a completely 
different set of challenges and landscapes in 
which to test their skills. You’ll find the courses 
in this neck of the woods to be memorable, 
affordable and priced to please—from the 
Continental Country Club Golf Course in 
Flagstaff to Oakcreek Country Club in Sedona. 
http://www.golfarizona.com/destination/
northern-arizona.htm 
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